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Name:
Debbie Minyard and Stacie-Lynch-Newberg

Date: 
4-2-01

Program:  Math workshop for Compass test
A.  Preparation for Class: Prior to class, complete the following lesson plan.
1. What are the main objectives of this class?

To help GED graduates place into Western Wyoming Community College math classes that count towards a degree.  Problem Solving (1000) or Pre-Calculus Algebra (1400) is the minimen class level.  The class has been turned into a two day workshop.  All GED graduates and or 9.5 or higher on the TABE test were invited to attend.  Flies were mailed, handed out in class and posted in classrooms.  The workshop will be held April 5th and 6th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.  Students will be encouraged to make appointments with Debbie or Stacie for additional help, and practice testing on a computer.  Practice tests will be on the PLATO program, when scores are adequate the student will make an appointment with Enrollment Services to take the test.  Students will sign a release of information so Enrollment Services can release their Compass scores of this project.

2a.  What are your teaching points or the topics that you will address? What activities will you conduct (e.g., review, presentation of new material, practice, feedback, etc.)?  How much time will you spend?  What materials (commercially produced, teacher made, technological tools) will you use?

Calculator is CASIO fx-260 solar

Math work-sheets came from Foundation for Algebra: ABE Math Curriculum Frameworks Unit  by The Massachusetts Department of Education 1999

Hand-outs from presenters

(copies of all material will be mailed in to project coordinator after workshop)

	Teaching Topics
	Activities
	Amount of Time
	Materials

	Day One:

Compass Test

Break

Usage of calculator

Day two:

Stress and Tests

Break

Usage of calculator

Sign-up


	Rene Weston-Eborn from enrollment services will discuses the importance of the placement test.    

Practice math problems

Mark Rembacz

Test taking stratigies. 

Kim Drane-Nash

Will give hints on how to deal with stress and test anxiety

Practice math problems

Students will need to sign-up with Debbie or Stacie for review of math worksheets, practice test on PLATO and sign up for Compass test with Enrollment Services
	1 hour

10 minutes

2 hours

1 hours 

10 minutes

1 hour

1 hour

Dependent on Student


	Hand-outs from Enrollment Services.

Coffee, juice and donuts

Overhead Calculator, worksheets with math problems

Hand-outs from Student Development Center, coffee and donuts

Hand-outs

PLATO, calculator, Compass



2b.  What new content or activities do you plan to use?


Calculator, test on computer, test taking strategies and stress management.

B. After-Class Record of Activity:

1a.  Did you follow the lesson plan above: Yes ______    No __X____

If No, what teaching points or topics did you add or not address? What activities did you add or not conduct?

We ran out of time.  Students did not get a chance to take a practice test on the computer.  Students will arrange a time with either instructor to come in for a practice test on a the computer.

1b. For each activity in the lesson plan, list any activities where your time differed from that on the lesson plan. List any additional materials that you used or any that you were not able to use and indicate why.

	Teaching Topics
	Activities
	Time Difference
	Materials not Used/Why

	Practice Math problems.


	More work sheets
	Assigned as home work.  Students will return to open lab for more help on their own time
	Material added:

Number Power Level A by Contemporary and 

Math Skills for College Students.

More because students asked and needed more.


C. Analysis of Teaching

1a.  What points or topics do you think the students understood? 

Learning the uses of the calculator was very successful.  Several students commented on how much they enjoyed learning about the calculator.  Their homework confirmed that they learned how to use the calculator properly.

1b.  Which points were difficult for them to understand?  Which students had difficulty understanding these points?

The importance of stress and how to reduce it in their daily life as well as in their academic adventure.

1c.  Were there any topics or content that you think you should have been included?  If yes, what were they?

We found that we needed to add more practice problems in the field of square roots, exponents and algebra equations.  Students wanted and needed more practice to become competent in these three areas.

2a.  What activities were successful in assisting the students learn? Why do you think they were successful?

Activities that were successful were the test taking strategies, and the practice math problems with the calculator.  Student evaluations indicated these factors.

2b.  What activities were less successful and why?  How might you change these activities to make them more effective?

As said above, the stress reduction exercises were not successful.  The presenter has some ideas on how to make it more effective for the men in the workshop next time.

3.
Was the time that you spent on each activity: too short, about right, or too long?  Which activity might you increase or decrease in time?  Which might you eliminate?

Length was adequate for each topic, but next time the workshop will need to be more than two days.  We are looking at three or four days.  The students and instructors would like more time to do practice problems.  This group of students, will come into open lab and get extra help on an individual basis.  This group of students also enjoyed working in small groups; it will benefit other workshop participants to keep the group together longer.

4. What was your overall assessment of the class?  Are there any other changes that you would consider making?     

 Over all, the workshop was a success, however we will need to review COMPASS scores for concrete data.  In the future more time will be added and tracking students after the workshop will be crucial.  All participants signed a release of information to release COMPASS scores to the Adult Learning Center for this project.

D. Synthesis

1. What changes did you make or what activities did you do differently today than in previous classes?

Guest speakers on how to take the COMPASS test, how to reduce stress and test taking strategies.

2.  Did these new activities make a difference in the students’ learning, engagement, participation, or other behaviors?  Yes 
X__ No 


If Yes, how did they make a difference?

Students came out of the workshop with new tools in math and a positive attitude.

If No, why do you think they did not make a difference?

2. Which activities or materials will you continue to use?

Bright Ideas 
Volume 9, Number 4 by World Education.

Foundation for Algebra: ABE Math Curriculum Frameworks Unit  by The Massachusetts Department of Education 1999

Number Power : Level A by Contemporary 1999

Math Skills for College Students 

Representatives from the Student Development Department and Enrollment Services
1
2
Abt Associates Inc.

January 2001


