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STATE OF WYOMING UNIT

Lesson 4: What is Wyoming famous for?

Objectives: 

· L I – 18:  Recognize and name a minimum of 10 public buildings and places

· L II – 25:  Make or change an appointment by phone

· L III – 21:  Recognize and know how to use items in a first aid kit.

· L IV – 10:  Interpret traffic and road signs accurately

· L V – 10:  Write a formal letter

· L VI  – 19:  Use the public library

Vocabulary: dinosaur, Paleo Indian, Louisiana Purchase, Lewis and Clark Expedition, fur trade, rendezvous, trading post, treaty, migration, trail, cattle drive, national park, suffrage. 

Computer: encarta.msn.com Wyoming (state) and www.netstate.com/states/geography

Activities: Wyoming chronology handout plus downloads.  

Examples:
A. Listings for 1836, 1869, 1870, and 1925 can be used as a basis for talking about women in Wyoming, contrasting early voting rights with today’s low wages. 

B. Boom and bust cycles characterize employment in Wyoming. Have students talk about their present employment and past experience.
C. Oil was discovered in 1833, gold in 1842, the first cattle drive crossed Wyoming in 1866. Which of these businesses employs the most Wyoming people today? 

D. National parks and monuments, physical beauty and wildlife make Wyoming famous worldwide. Ask students which sites they have visited, whether they go camping, hunting, and hiking or visit museums with their families. 

E. Yellowstone was created as the world’s first national park in 1872. What other two Wyoming events were first in the world?

Wyoming Chronology

1804 Louisiana Purchase

1807 John Colter, a member of the Lewis & Clark Expedition reaches Yellowstone area.

1812 First known cabin built.

1824 Fur trade period begins: first rendezvous along Green River.

1833 Oil discovered.

1834 First trading post est. at site of Ft. Laramie: military post 1849-1890. Location of major Indian Treaty signings.

1836 First women cross Wyoming on way west.

1837 Fur trade declines.

1842 Gold discovered at South Pass. Great migration begins along Oregon Trail.

1843 Ft. Bridger becomes 2nd permanent settlement: military post 1858-1890.

1847 Mormons migrate to Utah across Wyoming.

1852 First school in Wyoming opens at Ft. Laramie. 

1860 Pony Express starts. Second school opens at Ft. Bridger.

1861 Transcontinental telegraph completed / Pony Express ends. 

1863 Wyoming’s first newspaper founded at Ft. Bridger: The Daily Telegraph

1865 - ? Indian Wars

1866 First cattle drive to Montana crosses Wyoming. 

1867 Cheyenne founded: Union Pacific Railroad enters Wyoming.

1868 Wyoming Territory created. Wind River Shoshone Reservation created. 

1869 Female suffrage bill passes.

1870 At Laramie, first women empanelled for jury service. First woman votes. 

         Population is 9,118.

Wyoming Chronology, cont.

1872 Yellowstone: first national park.

1880 Population is 20,789
1883 First electric lights in Wyoming installed in Cheyenne.

1885 Chinese Massacre, Rock Springs

1887 University of Wyoming opens. 

1890 Statehood, July 10th.

1897 First Cheyenne Frontier Days. 

1900 Population 92,531.

1906 Devil’s Tower becomes first U.S. National Monument. 

1920 Population 194,402.
1925 Mrs. Nellie Taylor Ross becomes first woman governor in the U. S. She also serves as the first woman director of the U.S. Mint, 1933-1955.

1929 Grand Teton National Park est. 

1936 Bucking horse license plate adopted.

1939 Trona discovered in Sweetwater County.

1942 Heart Mountain Relocation: Japanese citizens interned.

1950 Population 290,529.
1954 First TV station on the air in Cheyenne.

1958 Warren AFB transferred to Strategic Air Command; first ICBMs in the world.

1988 One million acres in Yellowstone National Park burn.

1990 Wyoming state centennial celebrated. Population 453,588.
1995 Wolves reintroduced to Yellowstone National Park.
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