LESSON 4:  Children’s Education

Vocabulary:  Use OPD pages 4 & 5

Talk about registration.

1. What is needed to register?

2. Where do we need to go to register the first time? 

3. Who do you need to see?

Conversation:

A. Good morning, my name is Mr. Wilson.  I am the Principal.

B. Good Morning.  My name is ___________.

I want to register my______.  His / her name is_______.

A. What grade will she/he be in this year?

B. She/he will be in _____________.

School facility locations.  OPD page 5 - Chalkboard activity-

Have students categorize the vocabulary:

INSIDE
OUTSIDE

BOTH

Have students tell what students do at each location.

A:  What do the students do in the lunch room?

B:  In the lunch room the students eat lunch.

Where do the students eat lunch?

When do the students eat lunch in the lunch room?

Sentence strip activity:  Use common situations between students in school as discussion starters.  Give each student a sentence strip.  Have them discuss it with another student and then exchange strips.

Suggested situations:

1. My boy does not like his teacher. What should I do? 

2. Teachers at my children’s school are very kind. How about yours?

3. What time do your children have to be at school?

4. What time do your children get out of school?

5. If you could change one thing about your children’s school, what would it be?

6. Where do your children go to school?

7. If I don’t like the teacher, what should I do?

8. If I really like the teacher, how can I tell them?

9. Where can I help with homework?

10. etc.

Make a large map of a school building.  Practice asking for directions to various locations and giving directions from one location to another.

· Excuse me, how do I get from the gym to the office?

· Where is the lunch room?

Reading the school schedule:

Provide schedules for local schools.  Read through the schedule to check for understanding.  Then ask questions such as:

A. What time to first grade students go to lunch?

B. First grade students go to lunch as 11:55 AM.

A. Do 4th grade students go to PE before lunch?

B. No, fourth grade (4th) students go to PE after lunch.

A. What time does school start in the morning?

B. School starts at 8:45 (or a quarter to nine) AM.

What are the holidays during the school year at this school?

When does school get out in the spring?

Etc.

Students can ask other questions related to the schedule.  

Parent teacher conferences.

Students will make a list of questions they want to ask during the session with the teacher.  They may use real questions for their children; such as:

1. How is Juan getting along with other children?

2. If Manuel is not learning arithmetic, how can I help?  Or what should be done?

3. Why did Maria get such a low grade in reading?

4. I know he likes to fight, but I have told him he can’t at school.  How can I help him understand?

5. Is Valerie trying to speak English more at school?

6. Is there an English class for us in this district?

7. I don’t think Sam is a good influence for my Miguel.  Can I have his class changed to another class?

Maybe you want to talk to the principle about a problem, or the principle wants to talk to you.  How do you respond to criticism about your child? 
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