WHAT IS THE INTERNET?
The Internet goes by many names: the Net, the Information Superhighway, Cyberspace.  It is the largest computer system in the world, consisting of many thousands of connected networks. A network is a collection of computers linked together to share information.  There is a lot of interesting information available on the Internet in many different languages. Most of it is free.

What does the Internet offer?

It connects you to the World Wide Web. This is the place where you can access the following resources:

· Electronic mail (e-mail) is a fast, easy, inexpensive way to communicate with friends, family, colleagues and people you meet on the Net with interests similar to yours.

· Information: You can look up information on any subject you can imagine, learn how to do things (build a house, speak Rumanian!), read newspapers and magazines, enter libraries around the world, even listen to radio stations across the world.

· Computer Programs, also known as software, can be downloaded (copied into) your own computer.

· Discussion groups (or mail servers lists) can send you information about topics that interest you.  You can post messages to others in response.

· And… online shopping, entertainment, etc.

How did the Internet start?

In the 1960’s, the U.S. Department of Defense created a network which connected military computers together. Twenty years later, the National Science Foundation used that same technology to allow universities and schools to be connected to each other. They improved the system, making it faster and allowing more information to transfer.

By the early 1990’s, many companies began offering access to home users. This allowed anyone with a computer and a modem (a telephone connection to a computer) access to the Internet.  The World Wide Web was created by the European Laboratory for Particle Physics in order to allow researchers in different geographical areas to work together.  In 1993, the first web site accessible to the public was created. Now there are billions of sites!

How do you get connected?

Internet Service Providers (known as ISP’s), like the telephone companies, offer service for a fee. You can get better deals if you pay by the year. Many public libraries, museums and schools offer computers with Internet connection where you can work for free.

What is the World Wide Web?

It’s part of the Internet and consists of billions of documents stored on computers around the world.  Here’s some vocabulary related to the Web:

· Web Page – a document on the Web which can include text, pictures, sound and video.

· Web Site – a collection of web pages maintained by a university, government agency, company or individual.

· Web Server – a computer directly connected to the Internet that makes web pages available to the world.

· URL (Uniform Resource Locator) - the unique address of a web page.

· Hypertext – Web pages are hypertext documents, that is, highlighted text connects you to other web pages. When you click on a word or phrase that is highlighted, another web page will open. You can easily navigate by jumping from one web page to another.

· Web Browser – a software program that allows you to view and explore information on the Web.  Two of the best known are Netscape and Internet Explorer.

How do you search the Internet?

Search tools are essential to help you find the information you want.  Subject catalogs organize information by subjects or categories such as Arts, Business, Government, Health and many more. Some examples are yahoo.com and infoseek.com

Search engines ask you to state a topic and press a search button. The engine sends out automated systems called “spiders” that look for new pages that contain a reference to your specified topic. If you are not specific enough, you might wind up with a lot of unrelated references.  Examples are google.com and infoseek.com

What is the Internet?    EXERCISES:

Vocabulary Practice

Write the letter of the phrase that means the same as the vocabulary words listed here.

1.
Internet
__c___



a. 
web page address

2.
software
_____



b.
written text

3.
to download
_____



c.
cyberspace

4.
modem

_____



d.
a computer program

5.
URL

_____



e.
telephone connection to a 

6.
a search engine _____




computer

7.
a document    
_____



f.
google.com








g.
to copy

Comprehension Questions:
1. When was the first computer network created?  Who created it?

______________________________________________________________________.

2. In what year did the public first get access to the World Wide Web?

______________________________________________________________________.

3.
What kinds of information can you get on the Internet?

______________________________________________________________________.

4.       What are two of the most commonly used web browsers?

______________________________________________________________________.

5.       What are hypertext documents?

______________________________________________________________________.

6.       What do Internet Service Providers do?

______________________________________________________________________.
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