Lesson 9: Using the Library Catalog

Regular family trips to the library help consolidate in practice the notion that parents are their children’s first teachers.  Families spend time together, learn to feel at home in the library, establish a mutual relationship that values knowledge and children associate books and reading with time and attention from their parents. And it’s all free. An initial class field trip to the library is a good orientation for parents without much experience and a way to make them feel at home, even if your classroom is Internet-accessible.
Outcome:

Parents make use of available technical resources at the library and help their children find books and information.

Objectives: parents

· learn how to use the library catalog to find books, videos, etc.

· work together with children to find age-appropriate literature 

Previous knowledge: basic understanding of Internet helpful

Before the lesson: Assure that all parents have valid library cards. Have applications available to fill out.

	
	Basic Activity
	Technology Options

	Warm-up/Review
	Parents share and discuss experiences in the library.
	

	Introduction/

Presentation
	Intro to library catalog – best to do at local library. Arrange with librarian for tour and intro to catalog.  Ask if the tour can be given in parents’ first language, or if interpreters are available.
	Parents use classroom computers to connect to library via Internet. 

	Practice
	Teacher prepares assignments to find specific titles, works by a given author, lists of books, tapes or videos available in parent’s first language, etc.

Pairs: Parents practice features of using catalog (i.e. location of item, placing a hold).
	

	Application
	Parents query ECE teachers, children’s librarians, parent educators about age-appropriate books, go to library with their children, choose and check out books.
	

	Evaluation/Outcome
	Each parent gives oral report on research experiences.
	Parents report experiences using computer in show and tell fashion.


Extensions and Variations

1. Parents can share book recommendations, discussing lessons the book conveys, why they and their children liked it. 

2. Some libraries are connected to journal databases in other languages. The local librarian can inform you of how to access them. Adults could use these resources to look for information on personal interests, medical or family issues, etc. or to help older children find information related to school studies.  Because they are working in their first language, this could be an empowerment tool for some parents. 

