Lesson 8: Video Observation and Scaffolding in the ECE Classroom 

As most family literacy practitioners know from experience, the concepts and practice learned in parenting education frequently are acknowledged by adults to be the most important lessons they learn and those with the most direct impact on the well being of the family. The addition of video and computer technology to the range of classroom strategies stimulates participation across learning styles and provides a personally meaningful connection to technology literacy.  At the same time, parents will be gaining new knowledge to incorporate in home play and family life. Since content is high, including early childhood development, technology and much time for practicing skills, this is much more an ongoing activity for a term or even a school year. 

Scaffolding is a key concept in adult/child collaboration.  It refers to the changing level of support provided by teacher or parent who adjusts the assistance he or she provides to fit the child’s current level of performance.  Because more support is offered when a task is new and less as the child’s competence increases, the technique helps foster the child’s autonomy and independent mastery. 

Outcome:

Parents identify and discuss learning activity taking place in the ECE classroom and during PACT activities, applying this knowledge and the use of scaffolding in home play.

Objectives: parents 

· reinforce knowledge about the areas and materials in the ECE classroom

· observe their children’s behavior and activities 

· learn scaffolding techniques 

· learn appropriate English vocabulary for informed discussion

· learn about using video equipment

Previous knowledge: Parents should be familiar already with ECE classroom, have participated in PACT for several months and been able to observe scaffolding by ECE teachers with their children; basic knowledge of word processing by some class members.

	
	Basic Activity
	Technology Options

	Warm up/ review 
	Parents draw diagram of ECE classroom and participate in class discussion about each area.
	Parents draw diagram on computer.

	Introduction
	Introduce and practice vocabulary, using pictures of children doing various activities and ask parents to identify how each activity supports the child’s development.
	Parents can search for photos on the Internet. 

	Presentation
	Review or ask parent educator to review theory about scaffolding. Show a video clip to demonstrate how an ECE teacher uses scaffolding techniques with a child or have staff do a role play for the class. Make sure that the warmth, patience and responsiveness of the teacher are clearly communicated.
	

	Application
	Pair or small group practice: give small groups a set of these pictures and ask them to identify in which area each goes. The teacher could post the names of the area on large sheets around the room and parents could place the pictures on the appropriate paper.  Then each group can use one of the sheets to discuss how a parent or teacher could support the child’s development in the activity shown.
	

	Application
	Videotape: Since many different situations can be taped, this will be done over time. Videotape children in ECE classroom, focusing on one area at a time. Include children playing alone, together and one-on-one with a teacher. Staff member shoots video. 
	Pairs of parents shoot video w/staff assistance. As they become competent they can shoot without assistance. A group of parents can then be in charge of equipment and organization of tapes and materials. Another competency which will develop will be understanding what constitutes meaningful activity to be taped and why. 

	Application 
	Questioning: teacher, with input from parents, identifies various topics for discussion and practice. The parent educator can provide some of the content from which the ESL teacher can prepare these English lessons because they are based on concepts made familiar in parenting classes and PACT (i.e. scaffolding in different play activities, developmental skills, early reading skills, learning styles).  Do one topic at a time.  Use appropriate video to support the discussion. Parent educator and ECE teachers can reinforce practice for parents during PACT.
	

	Application
	Teacher helps parents plan comparable home play activities. Give time to practice/role play/discuss in class. Parents show/tell home visitor about home play activity they’ve done based on what they’ve learned in this lesson. 
	

	Evaluation/outcome
	Parents create written report with photos on home play activity and share with class.
	Reports done on computer with photos pasted or scanned


Extensions and Variations

1. Video clips can be used for other ESL lessons, in Parent Time and for ECE staff as an evaluation tool.

2. Depending on interests of class more time could be spent on learning video technology.

