Lesson 7: Words of Wisdom

Every culture has sayings and proverbs that reflect the values of that culture. This activity builds on parents’ prior knowledge and experiences as a way to think about and express the values they want to pass along to their children. It can also provide an opportunity to compare and contrast the values of the native culture with those of the United States and consider how the differences affect their role as parents raising children in another culture.

Outcome: 

Parents make conscious choices about the values they want to pass on to their children.

Objectives:  parents

· examine their own values

· share sayings from their culture with children

· create books the family can come back to in the future

Before the Activity: 

Decide whether the activity will be an individual or group project:

· If you have access to a large number of computers, each parent can make an individual book to share with the family. 

· If you have only one or a few computers, each parent can make one or more pages for a class book and receive a copy for his family.

· Or small groups can work together to create a page or pages for the book. Each parent receives a copy.

	
	Basic Activity
	Technology Options

	Introduction
	In small groups, parents share favorite sayings, including ones their parents taught them.  Invite small groups to share with the whole class and write the sayings on the board or overhead projector.  Discuss the message or value behind each saying and whether this is a value they want to teach their children.

In addition to sayings, you can also include simple statements of advice that parents would like to give their children (perhaps things their parents said to them).
	

	Presentation
	Explain to parents that we can use these sayings to create a book they can share with their children.

They need to decide which sayings they want to include and where to place the text (bottom or top of page), leaving room for illustrations. Show them some examples. 
	

	Practice
	For an 8 ½ x 11 book:

Type one saying per page.  Remember to make a title page and include author’s name (and illustrator, if appropriate). If the book is a group effort, include a page listing all the contributors. Print the document.

Add illustrations. These can be drawn or cut from magazines. 

Assemble the books using staples, comb binding, or other type of binding. Make copies if this was a group effort.
	Scan pictures into a document and add text.

Use Internet images or clipart.

	Application
	Take the books home and read with the family. 
	Share the books on a website.

	Evaluation/Outcome
	Report to class about this experience.  Which page did your children like best and why?
	Invite feedback on the website.


Extensions: Parents can make a tape recording of the book.  A copy of the tape could be sent to extended family members.

Give a copy to the Early Childhood staff to use in the children’s classroom if appropriate.
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