Lesson 6: Field Trip Narrative
This activity has parents creating a book or poster to share with the child around an event they have shared. 

Outcome: 


Parents create a presentation (book or poster) celebrating and explaining a shared experience

Objectives: parents 

· reinforce lessons learned on a field trip with language and pictures

· incorporate print and photos into parent-child interaction

Before the activity:

Take a field trip involving parents and children. Typical field trips may be to the post office, fire station, a farm, children’s or other museum, or the zoo. Someone – teachers and/or parents – take pictures on the trip of various places, people involved, and interaction with the scene. If possible, on return to the classroom, do a brief review of what happened, and preserve the language used by parents to describe the day (type it, copy it, or whatever is available). It is assumed that the following activity happens on a day subsequent to the field trip, when the photographs have been processed and are available for use.

	
	Basic Activity
	Technology Options 

	Warm-up / Review
	Remind parents of the field trip, and re-introduce the language they used to describe the day.
	

	Introduction
	Ask parents what else they remember of the day, recording their answers on an overhead, on the computer projector, or on the blackboard.

Working with the parents, begin to put sentences in order to create a narrative.
	Ideally done on an overhead or projector. Otherwise, parents will need to copy sentences. You can use sentence strips, with blank paper to write new sentences on.

	Presentation
	Show the pictures from the field trip. If possible, have children also draw pictures during their ECE class time.

Have parents put pictures with the narrative, creating new narrative for pictures they want to include that aren’t already discussed.
	Photos can be shared with all parents with a projector, or in small groups with film photos, depending on how many photos and parents there are.

	Practice
	Each parent assembles their own presentation, either in the form of a book or tag board poster or presentation board. They can use much of the collaborative class language, and add personal language about their own experience, observations about their own child, etc.

If time, parents read their stories out loud to the others, either in small groups or to the whole class.
	On the computer, use digital photos and electronic text to create book pages.

If child drawings are available, they can be scanned or pasted into the final product.

	Application
	Parents share their presentation with the children during PACT time. The children may also add language to the narrative to personalize it.
	If this is electronic, write additions to the printed pages and edit them on the computer later. If not, then add handwritten captions to the presentation.

	Evaluation/Outcome
	A presentation that each family can take home to share with other family members.
	


Extensions and Variations: It can be useful to have parents continue to add information in further classes to the captions in Adult Education and/or translate into English. If it’s on the computer, it’s easy to continue to edit and add information, expanding the learning.

Parents can follow up by writing a thank-you letter to the place where the field trip took place. Including pictures with that letter can personalize it even more.

