Lesson 4: Parent-Child Books
This activity has parents and children team up to take pictures and create a book together. There is a wide variety of ways to adapt this basic activity to other themes. It is challenging in terms of assessing the technology and teacher time available, and it does take more than one lesson, being more like a unit that takes place over a period of time.

Outcome: 


Strengthen parent-child bond by collaborating on a project that uses lots of communication and sharing

Objectives: parents 

· work with children on a project

· use language and pictures to tell stories

· incorporate books into parent-child interaction

	
	Basic Activity
	Technology Options and variations

	Warm-up / Review
	Show a book that tells a story of a family, or show pictures of a family – could be teacher’s family or if parents are prepared in advance, they could bring and share pictures of their families.
	

	Introduction
	We’re going to take pictures of our families and people important to our families.

Think about who these people are for you.

Make a list of these people (review family names, mother, father, brother, sister, son, daughter, neighbor, etc., if you want to do some of this in English)
	

	Presentation
	Each parent has a disposable camera.

Make sure everyone knows how to use a camera (see Labels in ECE Room lesson for specifics).

Make name cards and have the first picture on the roll be the parent holding their name card. Have students do this in class. Also put names on the cameras.
	OR they have their own cameras.

OR sign up for times to use a digital camera.

If they are using film, decide in advance who will develop it and in what form – even film can be developed onto a CD if pictures will be used electronically.

	Practice
	Outside of class, parents take pictures of those on their list and others they think of. Children can take pictures too. Give a deadline for this – a week or two weeks is reasonable.
	If teacher is developing film, make sure you have a system for keeping track of which pictures belong to which parent.

	Application
	In adult class, have parents paste up pictures, one per page. Create some sort of cover, maybe using card stock. Have parents bind the pages together in some fashion.

In PACT time, have parents and children review the book, and create captions for the pictures.
	Digital files can be dropped into a Word document and printed out the same way. The parents can do this, or the teacher can set it up for them from their pasted-up originals. Both of these options take a fair amount of time.

Captions can be hand-written onto printed pages, and if desired, can then later be electronically added to Word documents and re-printed. 

	Evaluation/Outcome
	Each family has a book that parent and child have created together.
	


Extensions and Variations: It can be useful to have parents continue to add information to the captions in Adult Education and/or translate into English. If it’s on the computer, it’s easy to continue to edit and add information, expanding the learning. Other themes could include favorite things and activities, family histories, parent drawings and descriptions of childhood homes or neighborhoods, children’s drawings (scanned or not) with captions.

