Lesson 3: Poster of Adult Learning Activities

The purpose of this activity is to help parents become aware of the connection between the Adult Ed classroom and the Early Childhood classroom. When parents critically reflect on their learning and how it relates to particular classroom activities, they can better understand and support their children’s learning as well as their own.

Although the parents in the adult class carry out this lesson, the final destination of the poster(s) is the children’s classroom. Children come to school with their parents, who then disappear for several hours while the children are in class. Where do they go? What do they do? These posters can give children an idea of what their parents are doing during this time, and how coming to school is a shared experience for parent and child.

At a staff meeting following this lesson, share the posters and explain the activity. This can help staff in other part of the program understand what happens in the Adult Ed component. Give the posters to the children’s teachers and ask them to share with the children and post in their classroom. If there are enough, you might want to keep one poster in the Adult Ed classroom.

Outcome: 

Parents understand how activities support learning in the adult classroom and extend this understanding to their children’s classroom experiences.

Objectives: parents
· create posters for children’s classroom

· gain increased understanding of learning styles

Previous Knowledge: 


Some familiarity with the different areas in the children’s classroom (see Lesson 1: Labels in the ECE Classroom)

Before the lesson:

Brainstorm with the class all the different activities they do in the ESL classroom (listen, speak, read, write, games, role-plays, art, songs, computer, etc). Over a few days or weeks, parents take photos of these activities during class. Take enough photos so that you can make two or three posters, or more if it’s a large class. If you have access to a digital camera, most or all of this lesson can be done on the computer.

Note: If you want to make a poster for each Early Childhood classroom, note which parents have children in each class and plan the photos accordingly. For example, the posters for the infant/toddler class will have photos of parents whose children are in that class.

	
	Basic Activity
	Technological Options

	Introduction
	Explain that we’re going to create posters about our class, using the photos we took of these activities. 
	

	Present
	Form groups of 3-4 parents. Give each group a set of photos. 
	

	Practice
	Ask groups to agree on which activity each photo best represents.

Groups then need to decide what activities are missing from their set of photos and exchange with each other in order to have a variety of learning activities represented on their posters.

Plan the captions for each photo and type these on the computer. You can use labels for this, or print on regular paper and cut apart.

Groups plan the design for their poster (where to position photos, caption for each photo, title for poster). Attach photos and captions to poster.
	Scan the photos into a document and text.

Use clip art.

Use a digital camera and create the entire poster on the computer.

Look for images on the Internet to add to the poster.

	Evaluation/Outcome
	Present posters to the whole class or in small groups.
	Post on a website and invite comments.


Extensions and Variations:

· Talk about learning styles and multiple intelligences. Give a learning styles inventory to the parents.

· Ask parents to think about the different areas in the ECE classroom. Discuss what kind of learning takes place in each area.

· Look at the poster of the Adult Ed classroom. What kind of learning is happening in each photo?

· Compare/contrast the two classrooms using a Venn diagram or other graphic organizer.

· Small group discussion: Can you think of some activities you can do at home with your children that will support their development? 
