Lesson 2: Labels in ECE Room
This lesson should be done toward the beginning of the year. Before this lesson, there needs to be discussion of the areas of child development. Make sure to distinguish the difference in meaning between physical area of the classroom and the conceptual area of child development. It is helpful to have parents tour the ECE room(s) before doing this lesson, preferably when the children are not in the classroom, so they can see what’s there and be introduced to how things are used and why they are there.

In addition to contributing to a print-rich environment for the children, this lesson also connects with the lesson on Adult Learning Activities in helping parents draw comparisons and connections between child learning and adult learning. A greater understanding and awareness of how learning operates for both will help parents and children support and learn from each other.

Outcome: 


Parents will understand how activities and objects in the ECE room contribute to child development.

Objectives: parents

· gain understanding of the ECE room

· gain understanding of child development

· learn how to use a camera

· learn how photographs interact with computers

Before this lesson: Discuss areas of child development. Tour the ECE classroom.

	
	Basic Activity
	Technology Options

	Warm-up / Review
	Review major areas of child development.

What are some of the things you remember seeing in the ECE room? What are they used for? How do they fit into the areas of child development we just studied?
	

	Introduction
	We’re going to take pictures of the room(s). Who has used a camera before? How does it work?
	

	Presentation
	Review the operation of the camera, perhaps using instructions on the disposable camera. Demonstrate how to take a picture (including what’s too far away and what’s too close).

Decide who will take pictures and where (parent, ECE teacher, AE teacher, or some combination). Think about where photos will need to be taken and whether children will be in the photos.
	Instructions will vary somewhat with the kind of camera used.

	Practice
	Students take photographs in ECE room and decide on what labels to print for them.


	Disposable cameras developed either to film or CDs.

OR scanned photographs (maybe by teacher).

OR digital photos in a Word document.

	Application
	If possible, drop photos into a Word document and type labels there. Otherwise, have students type labels separately to paste up. Post photos and labels in appropriate areas in the ECE room.
	

	Evaluation/Outcome
	ECE room will have photos and labels for parents and children to see.
	


Extensions/Variations: Label items or areas in the home. Use digital photos of ECE or PACT to analyze child development (see Video Observation lesson for more ideas here). Type child’s name in word processor with different fonts for their room at home, or to use in cubbies at school.

