Lesson 5:  Gathering Data on Child Immunization from the Web 
As immigrant parents in the United States, our adult learners have many immediate needs in preparing their children for the future and for successful school careers. Among the most basic requirements is that their children be adequately immunized. School districts can refuse to let children come to class if these requirements are not met in a timely fashion. This lesson leads parents to comprehensive information on immunization and provides a solid example of how the Internet can serve their needs directly. It is posited on the idea that once a student is successful at using/ searching/ finding useful data on one site, that knowledge will be transferred to other searches and sites. This lesson is conceived as an activity to be revisited over several days or weeks, as practice is necessary to reinforce learning.

Outcome: 

Parents can use the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) website and their local state health division website to get information, requirements and schedules for their children’s immunization needs.  They will act on this data to keep their children’s immunizations current.

Objectives: parents

· learn to search a website for specific information

· request information online

· understand why immunizations are necessary and how they work

· determine if their families are eligible for free immunization

Previous Knowledge: basic understanding of the Internet helpful

Before the Activity: 

Teacher becomes thoroughly familiarized with the CDC ( http://www.cdc.gov ) and state health department (Oregon: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/publichealth) websites, has a clear understanding of what each offers and how they complement each other. Share what you’ve learned with other staff members at integration meetings so that they will also have this information and be able to help reinforce concepts.  Internet use should be integrated into a unit on immunization in the ESL or parenting education classroom. 

Present a reading lesson (vocabulary, comprehension questions, discussion) using data from one of the sites. (Our Oregon Health Services site provides an excellent Info for Parents FAQ’s page in simple language that serves as a good introduction.)

	
	Basic Activity
	Options for more experienced students

	Warm-up / Review
	Go around class and have students tell a little about their experiences with immunizing their children. Ask if they understood what the shots were for, if they understood schedules, do they think their children are up to date, etc.
	

	Introduction
	We’re going to go to the Internet for specific information on the issues we’ve discussed. Explain what the CDC is and how each state provides information on its public health sites.
	

	Presentation
	Demonstrate the CDC site and do a “discovery tour” of how the home page is laid out.  Discuss  the logic and logistics of links. Emphasize that finding what you want is a process of elimination.

Be prepared for difficulties because problems are inevitable when working online: how to face them is part of the lesson. For example, sometimes the site just won’t be accessible.

Do a similar tour of your state site.
	One of the difficulties is assessing what you want and successfully finding it.  Ask specific questions about immunizations, which will require students to find a correct link. Have them demonstrate how they found the answers.



	Practice
	Give each student or pair of students time to enter the sites and navigate.
	Pair students so that those with less computer knowledge can learn from those with more. Make sure that less practiced students get enough time to manipulate the computer. 

Students see if they can connect to CDC from state site link and vice versa.



	Practice
	Group work:

1. Class as a whole chooses three pages of interest on the CDC immunizations website. 

2. Form three groups to work on one page each. 

3. Teacher gives each group a set of questions, based on material already covered in the unit. Students find the answers online.  

4. Each group prepares and makes presentation to the class.

Each group will then have time to look at the other two pages on their own. 
	Presentations can be done directly from online site.

Form groups so that each one has an equitable amount of students w/more developed computers skills.

	Practice
	Group work: Do the same activity with your state’s health department website.
	Same as above

	Application
	Each parent gets immunization schedule for her child.

Each parent requests the Parents’ Guide to Childhood Immunization online in the language they choose.

Class works together to determine who is eligible for free immunizations.
	Parents get immunization schedules for all their children.



	Evaluation/Outcome
	Class engages in a discussion about what they learned.                                                                 Each parent creates a document showing children’s names, date and name of immunization received. Dates for follow-up shots will also be recorded.
	Parents who choose to, can opt to check the state website periodically for updates on free immunization programs. Set aside class time for them to report.


Extensions/Variations: Look at the other information available on the state website. Have students gather information on any of the following issues: family planning, dental health, WIC program, obtaining birth certificates, etc.

