Lesson 8 - Basic Computer Terminology

CPU:  Central processing unit is the brains of the computer. Most PC’s use a pentium processor most Macs use a Power PC

RAM: Computers save data in two ways on the hard drive and in random access memory (RAM)

Hard Drive: This is the computer’s electronic filling cabinet that stores the computer’s operating system, files, programs and documents.

Video Card: This is the part of the computer that sends images to the monitor.

CD-ROM Drive: A CD-ROM drives reads data from a disc. These CD’s look like a  music CD but hold data. They also contain games, files, dictionaries etc.

Sound Card: This allows the reproduction of music, sound and voices.

Monitor: Monitor looks like a TV screen.  The monitor allows a person to see what they are doing.

Printer: A way to make a hard copy of work.

