Lesson 6: Connecting Parents to School
One of the goals in education these days is to have parents more involved in the education of their children.  Our Even Start parents are very interested in their children’s education, but often they don’t know how to access the resources or understand how the education system works.  

This lesson is designed to acquaint parents with some of the web sites with information about their students’ education at the federal, state, and local level.  Most importantly parents need to be able to access local information about their children.  Showing them the resources to do so and at the same time developing their English language skills can help them become more involved in school and better advocates for their children.

This is a lesson with a high level of difficulty.  Much time will be needed to take participants through this lesson.  The instructor will need to consider the English language skills of the students and prepare to adapt the web sites for them.  If visiting all three levels of education will be difficult for your students, you may need to focus on one or two of the levels.

Outcome: 

Parents will have access to information about their children’s education at the state, district and school level

Objectives: Parents will 

· explore Internet sites that have information about student performance at the school, district and state level.

· learn how to access individual school sites for their children’s attendance data, homework assignments, etc.

Previous Knowledge:

· How to use the Internet

Before the Activity:

· The instructor needs to explore the following sites (or ones similar to them for their state) to become familiar with what resources are available on theInternet for parents: 

http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
http://greatschools.net
http://www.schoolresults.org
http://www.ode.state.or.us/
and become familiar with the content of each site and the format in which the information is presented.

· The instructor needs to inquire at the schools represented in the Even Start Programs as to what information is available through the Internet for parents about their children’s educational performance (e.g. attendance, grades, homework assignments, talking with teachers, etc.).  It may be that parents need to complete an application to access the school site.  If this were the case, filling out the application would be another learning opportunity for your students.

	
	Basic Activity
	Options for More Experienced Students

	Warm-up / Review
	Ask participants the following questions: What information would they like about their child’s school?  What information would they like to know about how their child is doing at school?   

Record the participant’s responses and use them as a guide through the exploration of information available to them.
	

	Introduction
	Provide a brief overview of school assessment and the current educational policies and plans affecting schools today. 
	

	Presentation
	With students sitting at a computer, conduct an exploration of sites at all three levels (federal, state and local) with information available to parents  

At the federal level, talk about the President’s educational policy and plan. Access the web site http://greatschools.net.  

       If there are no results available for your         

       state, use a neighboring state to demonstrate    

       what is available at this site.

       http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml is     

       another site that has information for parents    

       about the current president’s education plan.  

       Some of the documents on this site are available in 

       Spanish.

At the state level, discuss and demonstrate how to access the state report done on each school (In Oregon it is the school report card.).  Also discuss the state’s standards and the assessments.  All of these are available at the state’s web site    

     http://www.ode.state.or.us/.

At the local level, discuss and demonstrate the information parents can access with regard to their child’s school and to their individual performance.  Some of this will be available from the state department of education and some will be available from the local school/district site.  Another site that has information about the school is http://www.schoolresults.org.  

If the school has a web site where parents can obtain information about their child’s attendance, grades, homework assignments, make contact with a teacher, check on upcoming events, etc., acquaint the parents with the site and demonstrate how to navigate the site for the information.
	

	Practice
	Divide the class into small groups of two or three.  Give each group one of the sites you have been exploring and have them create a “Web Site Quest” for that site.  The “Web Site Quest” should be typed on the computer.  A “Web Site Quest” is a scavenger-hunt-like activity with 7-9 items, which helps students become familiar with the web site in a non-threatening, interactive “tour”.
	More experienced students could act as “teachers” for the small groups.

	Application
	Make copies of the different “Web Site Quests” and give each group one of the “Web Site Quests” they didn’t create.  Have them complete the “Web Site Quest”.  Repeat this step for as many “Web Site Quests” as you want them to complete.

When the “Web Site Quests” are completed, have the group that created the “Web Site Quest” correct and discuss the answers with the other groups who completed that “Web Site Quest”.  Each group takes their turn leading a discussion of their “Web Site Quest”.

Have each participant visit their child’s individual school site and retrieve information regarding their child’s attendance, grades, homework assignments, etc. 


	

	Evaluation/Outcome
	Encourage independent use of the sites—especially the local school site by having parents keep a log of their visits to any of these sites.

If computer access is available, have the parents visit the local school site as part of your parent education program. Continuing to discuss the sites and the information available there will keep parents abreast of what is going on with their children’s education and will also offer an opportunity to discuss parenting issues that involve their children and their performance at school.

Return to the questions the parents asked at the beginning.  Review them to see if they have all been answered. 
	More experienced students could keep their log on the computer.


Extensions/Variations: If you have unanswered questions at the end of this lesson, decide what actions you will take to find the answers and follow through.

Parents could do a presentation on their children’s school’s performance and compare the schools’ performance.
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