Lesson 3: Sharing the Family’s Favorite Picture Book

This lesson integrates language development, the use of technology, and parents and children working together.  The technology component in this lesson is Power Point.  In addition, this lesson provides many opportunities for English language development

through reading and choosing a favorite picture book, discussing the picture book, writing a book report and presenting it orally.  The language level of the parents and their children will determine what the level of language will be in the finished project.  The activities included here offer many opportunities to grow students’ language to higher levels in a fun, interactive way.

Instructors will have to decide if they will teach Power Point to adults only, adults with their children or to adults and children separately.

Outcome: 

Participants will learn how to prepare a Power Point presentation

Objectives: Parents and their child/children will:

· Create a Power Point presentation of their favorite picture book 

· Share their Power Point presentation with a larger audience

Previous Knowledge:

This lesson should be done when at least one family participant has the following computer skills:

· can turn the computer on and off

· keyboarding

· basic word processing

Before the Activity:

The instructor must become very familiar with the workings of Power Point and know how to create a Power Point presentation.  The following are two suggested web sites for obtaining instruction on how to create a Power Point presentation: http://www.actden.com/pp 

http://www.bcschools.net/staff/PowerPointHelp.htm#StartingPowerPoint  

It would be good practice for the instructor to create a model Power Point book report to use in the lesson.    

	
	Basic Activity
	Options for More Experienced Students

	Warm-up / Review
	With parents and their children together, have each family think about their favorite children’s picture book.  

Have the family members review and record in writing what the book is about and why it is their family’s favorite children’s picture book. They could discuss the characters, plot, what was interesting, why they liked/didn’t like the book, their favorite part of the book, etc.  Set this work aside.


	

	Introduction
	Here is where you will need to decide who is going to receive instruction in Power Point and the logistics of providing the instruction (adults only, adults and children together, adults and children separately)

Explain that they are going to learn to use another program–Power Point.

Show them a sample Power Point book report presentation.  It can be the one that you did or you can download one at http://www.etni.org.il/zohara1.htm. (Note: To get this in English, you’ll need to access it through a search engine such as Google.  When you access it from here it comes up in Hebrew.  Put “Power Point book reports” in the search.) 
	

	Presentation
	Using a K-A-U, have students assess their prior knowledge about Power Point vocabulary.  See K-A-U. (See Supplemental Material: KAU for PowerPoint)

Using the sample book report Power Point presentation, pre teach Power Point vocabulary (See Supplemental Material: Power Point Definitions) slide, presentation file, object, slide show, transition, toolbar.  Students can use their K-A-U to take notes.

Acquaint the participants with the toolbars they will be using.  There are several so you will need to choose the ones that are most useful for your students.

Create a Power Point book report presentation with the whole class using a book or story that you have read as a class.  

Begin creating the class book report in the Outline Form first.  This will help students focus on the content of the book report and not on clicking all the buttons to add sound, movement, etc.

Some possible book report contents:

Slide 1: Title of book, Author, Illustrator and 

Presenter, Images (clip art, etc.)

Slide 2: What is the setting?  

Slide 2: Characters in the book (main, minor)

Slide 3–5: The book is about…/ The plot

(summary in short)

Slide 6–10: Book Review: What was interesting, what was boring, what was surprising, a different ending, a little bit about the author, why I liked/didn’t like the book, my favorite part of the book, etc.

Once the outline form is completed, demonstrate how to create slides.  Use the first two slides to demonstrate how to add pictures, sounds, background, etc. to the slide show.  You can decide how many of these features you want them to use.   

Before, moving to the practice piece, demonstrate how to view the slide show.  


	More advanced students will be very valuable in this project as additional teachers.  For added practice in English, you could have them use English as they are helping others with their Power Point presentations.

More advanced students could think of other things to include in their book reports.  The more advanced students could go ahead and add one or two more slides of their own choosing.

More advanced students could add animation to their slide show. 

	Practice
	After demonstrating how to add the details to the slide show, allow students to continue adding sounds, background, etc. to complete their individual version of the whole class’ slide show. 

Hints to share with your students for creating effective slide shows:

The “Rule of 6” design hint: use no more than 6 bullets per slide and no more than 6 words per bullet.

Encourage your students to talk about their slides rather than read them.

Don’t dwell too long on any one slide.  Keep your presentation moving at a good pace.

Slides with lots of text should be broken up into two or three slides with different colors and graphic elements.

When most of the slide shows are completed, demonstrate how to view a slide show.  

Have each student practice presenting their slide show to one other person in the class.
	

	Application
	Using their family’s favorite children’s picture book and the thoughts they recorded earlier, each family creates a Power Point slide show.  At this point, you will need to bring the parents and their children together.

If the numbers allow, have each family present their slide show to the whole group.  If you have big numbers, then adjust accordingly.
	

	Evaluation/Outcome
	Have each family use the Power Point evaluation to evaluate their Power Point presentation.

(See Supplemental Material: Book report Evaluation in Power Point) 

(See Supplemental Material Book Report Evaluation Form) 

Return to the K-A-U and have students assess their understanding of the Power Point vocabulary now.

Use the K-A-U to review the vocabulary and to correct any misconceptions or misinformation or questions that might still exist about Power Point.  
	


Extensions/Variations: One option for clip art for the family’s presentation would be to have family members draw illustrations of their book which could then be scanned or photographed with a digital camera.  These pictures then could be used as graphics for the family presentation.  Another option would be to take photos of the book itself and use these in the Power Point presentation.
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