Lesson 2: Video Observations of Language Development in the ECE Classroom
Because it is so important in successful family literacy programs to help parents understand and foster cognitive development in their 3- to 5-year-old children, all means of expanding the staff’s toolbox to enhance communication with parents in the area of language development should be employed.  Our guidelines for language development come specifically from the Creative Curriculum program.  Here we use video technology as a tool in parent/ teacher conferences with Early Childhood Educators, who provide one-on-one and small group conferences with parents.  ECE teachers can also work with home visitors to further refine activities to strengthen relevant home practices. This lesson would be an ongoing activity over a school year, with applications overlapping. Most  important is allowing parents the time to build and deepen their understanding of early cognitive development and how crucial it is for future learning.

Outcome: 

Parents engage in literacy activities in the home with children that reflect understanding of early cognitive development and the value of an enriched family literacy life.

Objectives: parents

· learn how children develop language skills

· discuss in ESL and/or Parent Education classes the elements of language development 

· develop good communication with Early Childhood Educators and Home Visitors about their children’s needs and progress

Before the Activity: Early Child Educators, ESL and parenting staff work together to understand how children are developing language

skills based on videotapes made in the ECE classroom.  Refer to the specific skills outlined as elements of language

development in Creative Curriculum attached at the end of this lesson. These activities can be done in the ESL or parenting

classrooms or both. 

	
	Basic Activity
	Options for More Experienced Students

	Warm-up / Review
	Ask parents to name skills that reflect language development.
	Ask parents to describe observations of their children’s language development.

	Introduction
	Introduce and practice vocabulary used to define language development.  (See Supplemental Material: Creative Curriculum Language Development.)

Separate students into 6 groups or pairs and give each group a card, which states and describes one language development skill. Let them discuss their card and then present to the whole class. Allow plenty of time for discussion of each one.


	Ask parents for examples from their own experience which illustrate these skills.

	Presentation
	Introduce some key observation techniques that parents will need to understand to know how to look at their children’s behavior. Work with the ECE teacher to develop this material.

Show video clips selected by the ECE teacher of good examples of children developing language skills in the ECE classroom.

Lead guided discussion in class about what parents see and how they can use this information in literacy activities at home.
	

	Practice
	Show other video clips and have parents observe and critique.  Provide multiple opportunities for these observations and critiques so that parents become comfortable and skilled at identifying the language skills the children are developing and using.
	If your technology allows, separate the class into groups.

	Application
	Parents, in collaboration with the ECE teacher, take turns taping classroom situations relevant to language development.  It may be distracting if a parent tapes their own child, so you may need to determine which children any parent doing the taping will focus on.  These tapes will be used for further discussion with parents as a whole group or in parent/ teacher conferences mentioned below.
	

	Application
	With the help of the ECE teacher parents create and do interactive literacy activities with their children in the ECE classroom. 
	Videotape these activities

	Application
	Parents, individually or in small groups, create literacy activities at home intended to foster their children’s language development.

Before using their activities, parents present their activities to the whole group for validation or help in strengthening their literacy activities.
	

	Evaluation/Outcome
	· Present video clips of the ECE interactive literacy activities. Parents discuss the nature of language development taking place, why the activity is valuable and how it could be improved/changed, etc. 

· Parents report on literacy activities they have done in the ECE classroom and at home.

· Parents and the ECE teacher use the videotapes at periodic parent/ teacher conferences to discuss the progress of each individual child with the parent.

· Parents report increased insightful communication with ECE teacher and/or home visitor.


	


Extensions/Variations: 

· Parents with home video cameras tape and show video clips of home activities and share lessons learned and feelings about the activities.

· Parents keep CDs of their children’s progress over the course of a year in the program.  This would only be an option if there were personnel (probably volunteer) to prepare such edits.

