College and instructor’s name

Columbia Gorge Community College

Wendy Campbell (wendyc1@hotmail.com)

Course information

This class meets four times a week, two hours per class and focuses primarily on improving reading skills.

Student/class level
This is an intermediate level class, students’ SPL’s range 4-5.

Primary topics/Outcomes

Primary topic:  

· Children’s problem’s at school

Outcomes:

· Identify real life problems with student’s children at school

· Form solutions for parents and teachers to consider to resolve a problem at school

· Anticipate possible conversations with school staff regarding problems at school

· Practice conversations to increase comfort and fluency

Sample Primary Activities

Students were asked to identify the main themes or topics of the video.  Students were able to correctly identify that problems at school was one of the topics.  We then discussed who would be helpful in resolving problems at school.  The class identified parents and teachers (or school staff) as the persons who would be most helpful in resolving school problems.  

Class was divided into three groups.  Each group was given a teacher prepared page with a different school problem scenario.  The task was to write three possible solutions for the teacher to implement and three for the parent.  Upon completion, each group shared their problem and possible solutions.  Students from other groups were encouraged to share  additional suggestions.  

At this point, we brainstormed as a class real life problems that the student’s are having (or have had) with their children at school.  We listed them on the board.  I then asked that each group to write a real life school problem scenario.  They could use a scenario from the board or create a different one.  Each group was then asked to pass their paper with the scenario to a different group.  With this new scenario, students were again asked to write three possible solutions for the teacher to consider and three for the parent.  We then shared our problems and solutions as a class.  

All the students agreed that having an actual conversation with school staff regarding these problems would  be very difficult.  Students read in pairs a teacher prepared conversation addressing a school problem.  After practicing, two students volunteered to role play for the class.

With the students still in their three groups, they were asked to pass the real life scenario (that they had created solutions for) to a different group.  Each group was then given a teacher prepared page which had a place for them to write dialogue between a teacher and a parent.  The task was to create a dialogue, incorporating at least one of the suggested solutions into the conversation, assign teacher and parent roles and have the “actors” practice their dialogue.  The finale was for each group to have their “actors” role play the scenario for the class.

Resources

School Problem Scenario pages (provided)

Student Response

At first, response was lukewarm.  Some of  the students in class do not have children in the public school system.  The final activity where the problem is written by one group, passed to the next group where they write solutions and then passed again to the third group to write a dialogue really engaged the students.  The were all very interested in the role plays at the end because they knew that they had been involved in some aspect of each of the scenarios. 

Reflection

Writing of the dialogues was very difficult, a real struggle for most of the students.  Maybe if the students only had to write the dialogue for one of the roles (teacher or parent), it might have been easier.  

Read the beginning of the conversation.  Think about what each person might say.  Write the conversation with your group.

Teacher:  
Excuse me, Mrs. Hernandez?  I want to let you know that Gaby has not completed her homework this week.

Parent:  


Teacher:


Parent:  


Teacher:


Parent:

Read the beginning of the conversation.  Think about what each person might say.  Write the conversation with your group.

Teacher:  
Excuse me.  Can I talk to you about my daughter?  She said you yelled at her in school today.

Parent:  


Teacher:


Parent:  


Teacher:


Parent:

Read the beginning of the conversation.  Think about what each person might say.  Write the conversation with your group.

Teacher:  
Excuse me, Mr. Garcia?  Can I talk to you about your daughter?  She does not want to read in class.

Parent:  


Teacher:


Parent:  


Teacher:


Parent:

Read the beginning of the conversation.  Think about what each person might say.  Write the conversation with your group.

Teacher:  
Excuse me, Mrs. Hernandez?  I want to let you know that Gaby has not completed her homework this week.

Parent:  


Teacher:


Parent:  


Teacher:


Parent:

