College and instructor’s name

Columbia Gorge Community College

Wendy Campbell (wendyc1@hotmail.com)

Course information

This class meets four times a week, two hours per class and focuses primarily on improving reading skills.

Student/class level
This is an intermediate level class, students’ SPL’s range 4-5.

Primary topic/Outcomes

Primary topic:

· Class syllabus

Outcomes:

· To understand what a syllabus is, where do you find them (i.e. college classes), and what its purpose is

· Identify basic information about the class (i.e.  time, days, teacher’s name and phone number, etc.)

· Identify items needed to bring to class

· To understand the main focus of the class (reading)

· Be able to list at least one of the learning outcomes of the class  

Sample Primary Activities 

Begin the activity by accessing background knowledge.  I show the class an overhead of the current class syllabus and ask questions such as:  What is this?  Have you ever seen one before?  Do college or university classes in Mexico use these? 

Have the students form pairs, then number the pairs 1, 2 and 3.  Divide the syllabus into three equal reading parts.  Assign each pair ONE of the reading parts.  Students are then asked to read their part silently.  When they are finished, ask them to turn to their partner talk about what they think the reading means and/or discuss difficult vocabulary. 

Now ask all the number 1 pairs to meet as an expert group.  Do the same for number 2 and 3 pairs.  Ask the students as a group to discuss what they think the reading means and/or discuss difficult vocabulary.  The purpose of the expert group is for all the individuals to have a general understanding of the material through the sharing of information.  Inform the students that they will need to be able to talk (not read!) about their part of the reading with another student.  The group is responsible for making sure that all of its members understand the material. 

Within each of the three expert groups, have students count off.  The students now meet with their same numbered partners from the other two groups.  You will have lots of small groups of three with an expert on each reading within the group.  Ask the students to share the information about their reading.  

To verify/solidify comprehension, I pass out one sheet per group with questions about the syllabus.  Students are asked to assign a scribe and work together to find the answers.  

At this point, I wrap the activity up and bring the class back together by asking each group for an answer to a question.  Other groups can then agree, disagree or add further information to the answers given. 

Resources 

Class syllabus

Overhead

Teacher prepared questions sheet (provided)

Student Response

Students initially (while in pairs) felt frustrated because they did not understand every word.  As the students shared information in their expert groups, frustration diminished some.  However, I had to reassure all three expert groups that the purpose of the reading was not to understand every word, but the general idea.   

Sharing ideas and information as a group and being responsible for the learning of all members of the group was a new activity for this class.  They needed a lot of encouragement to grasp this part of the assignment.

The final activity where the group works together to complete the questions sheet went very well.  All the students were engaged and working cooperatively to complete the task!

Reflection

Addressing the concept of general comprehension at the beginning of this activity would have been helpful.  All of the students got bogged down in the reading, trying to translate/understand every word.    

Answer the questions as a group.  

Choose one student to write the group’s answers. 

1. What three things do you need to bring to class each day?

2. Write one skill you will be able to do when you finish this course.

3. What is another name for a “Course Information Sheet”?

4. What is the main focus of the class?

5. What is the name of the textbook we will use?

