College and instructor’s name

Columbia Gorge Community College

Wendy Campbell (wendyc1@hotmail.com)

Course information

This class meets four times a week, two hours per class and focuses primarily on improving reading skills.

Student/class level
This is an intermediate level class, students’ SPL’s range 4-5.

Primary topics/Outcomes

Primary topic:

· Public school report cards and college transcripts

Outcomes:

· Read and interpret basic information contained on report cards and  transcripts from local public schools and college

· Learn new vocabulary as it pertains to report cards and transcripts

· Work as a group to understand a document

· Compose real life questions to ask a  teacher (or school staff member) about the report card

· Compare/contrast report cards and transcripts in Mexico and the United States

Sample Primary Activities

To refresh everyone’s memory and to help those students who have not seen the episode, we reviewed the main characters and students gave a summary of the basic story line. 

After this, I wrote the following question on the board:  “Does Maria’s father feel that good grades are important?”  I asked the students to watch a clip from the movie.  The clip begins with Mrs. Scanlon and Rosa entering Mr. Hernadez’s tailor shop (Maria: “Rosa, Mrs. Scanlon!”) and ends when the scene changes.  The students asked to watch the clip again before answering the question.  I also asked them if they thought Rosa or Mrs. Scanlon thought good grades were important.  Class discussion followed.  

I put up an overhead transparency of p.107 (worktext B) and asked students what it was.  After identifying it as a report card, I told them it was for Maria and asked them if they thought she had good grades and why.  The class then worked in pairs to answer the questions on p.107 in their books.

Next I held up various different report cards and transcripts from the local public schools and college and asked the students what they were.  I divided the class into three groups and assigned each group to a station.  Each station had a different report card (elementary school report card, middle school report card or a college transcript).  The students were given three pages of questions to answer.  Each page of questions corresponded to a station.  The groups were give 15 minutes at each station to discover the answers.  Students were encouraged not only to share the answers with group members, but more importantly, to show where they found the information.  At the end of 15 minutes, each group moved to a new station.  This continued until each station had been visited by all three groups.  Upon completion, students were asked to compare/discuss their answers with another student from outside their group.

Students were then instructed to write at least one question they would like to ask a teacher or faculty member about the report card.  Students then moved about the room asking other students their questions.  Any questions that remained unanswered at the end, I answered for them.

The following day, I passed out a copies of each report card and transcripts to all the students.  Everyone took time to review them and many took the initiative to teach students, who were absent  the day before, how to read the report cards.  

We then did a compare/contrast of Mexican and American report cards with a Venn Diagram.  Class discussion followed.

Resources

Unit 21, video clip

p. 107 (worktext B)

teacher prepared questions for each station

report cards from local elementary and middle school

transcript from local college

Student Response

Students were engaged and learning, although it was not easy.  There was a lot of team teaching to try and comprehend the information on the report cards during the station activity.  They also felt like 15 minutes at each station was not enough time.  The students also appreciated the continuing activity the following day.

Reflection

I needed to expand the compare/contrast piece of the lesson more.  I will work a whole writing lesson, which would include some form of comparison grammar,  into the compare/contrast part in the future.

Station 3 

College Transcripts

1.  What school is the transcript from?

      _________________________________________________

2.  What is the student’s name?

      _________________________________________________

 Look at Fall Term 1994. 

3.   How many classes did the student take?
_______

4.  How many A’s did the student get?  _______  
How many B’s?  ______

Look at Winter Term 1995.

5. Write the name of one of the classes that the student took.

__________________________________________________

6. What is the college course code for the History of the United States class?

__________________________________________________

7. What is the college course code for the First Year Spanish class?

__________________________________________________

Look at Spring Term 1996.

8. Did the student get good grades?  Why/why not?

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

9. How many terms are on this transcript?  _______

Station 1 

Middle School Report card

1.  What school is the report card from?

      _________________________________________________

2. What is the student’s name?

_________________________________________________

3. What grade is the student in?

_________________________________________________

4. How many classes did the student take?  _________________

5.  What is the name of the teacher  for the beginning band class?

      _________________________________________________

5. How many teachers are there for the math class?  __________

6.  Did the student get good grades?  Why/why not?

      __________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________

Look at the Daily Attnedance box.

6. Did the student have any absences for the current quarter?  _________

7.  How many total absences does the student have Year To Date (YTD)?  ________

Station 2 

Elementary School Report card

1.  What school is the transcript from?

      _________________________________________________

2.  What is the student’s name?

      _________________________________________________

3. How many different areas of study are on the report card?  ______

Look at the MATHEMATICS portion of the report card.

4. What was the student’s grade in November (Nov.)?  ______

5. What was the student’s grade in January (Jan.)?  ______

Look at the ACADEMIC KEY.

6. What does a “5” mean?  _____________________________

7.  What does a “2” mean?  _____________________________

7. Did the student get a good grade in Reading in Janauary?  Why/why not?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Look at the ATTENDANCE box.

8. How many times was the student absent from school during the first quarter of the school year (see NOV)?  ______

9. How many times was the student tardy (late to school) during the second quarter of the school year (see JAN)?  _____

