College and instructor’s name

Columbia Gorge Community College

Wendy Campbell (wendyc1@hotmail.com)

Course information

This class meets four times a week, two hours per class and focuses primarily on improving reading skills.

Student/class level
This is an intermediate level class, students’ SPL’s range 4-5.

Primary Topics/Outcomes

Primary Topics:

· Individual and class goal setting

· Determining a unit for study

Outcomes:

· Identify individual study goals and express why they are important

· Compare/contrast goals of self to others

· Work as a member of a group 

· Identify like goals in a large group setting

· Agree as a group to three class goals

· Share thoughts and opinion with others

· Use the voting process to determine unit of study

Sample Primary Activities

Moving from Individual to Class Goal Setting

Ask the class what they would like to use English for (goals).  Using the overhead of the goal setting sheet, ask the Ss (students) to consider the four categories listed when thinking what they want to use English for.  Brainstorm goals as a class for the four categories and write them on the overhead.  I usually write a couple to get the class going.  Encourage really specific uses, i.e. read labels on prescriptions from the pharmacy.     

Pass out a goal setting sheet for each S.  Ss now write their own goals.  They can use goals listed on the overhead or think of their own.  Break Ss into small groups.  Assign each group a piece of flip chart paper that has been posted on the wall around the room.  The group designates a scribe, presenter and a timekeeper.  Within the group, Ss compare goals sheets and discuss why the goals they wrote individually are important to them.    As a group, Ss consider the goals of all members of their group and agree as a team, which are the three most important .  The scribe writes the three most important on the flip chart paper.  The presenter presents to the class the group’s three goals and a brief explanation of why they chose those three.  This continues till all groups have been presented.  As a review, ask the Ss to do a gallery walk of all the posted flip chart papers listing each group’s top three. Once the Ss are seated as a class, ask if 

they saw any goals that were the same or similar on more than one of the group’s flip chart papers.  My class was able to identify three different goals which  appeared on more than one group’s flip chart list.  We agreed that these would be the three goals we would work towards together as a class.

Choosing a CC or OCG unit based on class goals 

Prior to class, I looked through the CC book and chose three units whose themes touched on  class’ three listed goals.  In class, I grouped Ss into pairs.  In the pair, one S was given a CC worktext, the other, a CC photo stories  text.  I assigned each pair one unit (of the three units identified) to investigate.  In a larger class, you will have multiple pairs investigating the same unit.  The task for the pair was to skim through the unit and try to determine the basic story line or theme of the unit (what was the story about?).  After skimming, Ss discuss their findings with their paired partner.  The students then got into  three big groups, according to the unit they investigated.  As a larger group, they again discussed/compared ideas about what they thought the story or theme was in the unit.  

Once this was complete, I asked the students in each group to count off.  Like numbers from each large group, form a new, smaller group of three.  Each new group will have a student who has investigated a different unit.   In this group, Ss are asked to share their ideas of what they think their unit is about.  I encouraged them to use the book to show pictures when they talked.  This continues until each S has shared about his/her unit and the group is familiar with all three units.  

Ss now come back together as a class. I ask the Ss now to vote on which chapter they would like to study first.  Ss write their choice on small scraps of paper.  Two volunteers are chosen, a vote collector and a vote tabulator.  The collector collects all the votes and then reads each vote aloud for the class and tabulator.  The tabulator keeps track of votes for each unit.  The unit with the most votes wins and the class will study that chapter first.

Resources

Goal setting sheet, overhead and hand outs (provided)

Flip chart paper and pens

CC (or OCG) worktext and photo stories books

Bag, hat or box (for collecting votes)

Student Response

Goal Setting:  Sometimes the brainstorming of goals goes a little slow, depending on the group.  Ss seemed satisfied that at least one of their goals ended up as a class goal.  

Choosing a Unit: I had to clarify what “skim” meant at the beginning of the activity when I found Ss reading each page word by word. Some of the Ss 

found it hard to figure out what the main idea or story line was in their unit and became frustrated.  That cleared up somewhat when moving to the larger discussion groups.  Ss found all the moving from group to group a little confusing, but they all seemed to be engaged and enjoying themselves.  The vote tabulating at the end was fun with students rooting for particular units.

Reflection

I needed to take time at the beginning of the unit selection activity to define (and maybe practice) “skimming” .
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