College and instructor’s name

Columbia Gorge Community College

Wendy Campbell (wendyc1@hotmail.com)

Course information

This class meets four times a week, two hours per class and focuses primarily on improving reading skills.
Student/class level
This is an intermediate level class, students’ SPL’s range 4-5.

Primary topics/Outcomes:
Primary topic:

· Online dictionary use

Outcomes:

· Learn to use an online dictionary to find the meaning of a word

· Use the online dictionary to hear pronunciation of a word

· Use an internet site to create and print a word search activity

Sample Primary Activities

After completing an in class vocabulary activity, students moved to the computer lab to continue their work with these same vocabulary words.  I distributed the “You’ll find it in the DICTIONARY!” and “Vocabulary” pages (included, following this report).  

The “You’ll find in  the DICTIONARY!” sheet gives step by step instructions on how to use the online dictionary.  The “Vocabulary” sheet provides a place for students to write the English definition, as well as the Spanish definition (which this online dictionary conveniently offers).  After the students write the English and Spanish definitions, the instructions direct them to click on the pronunciation button to hear the word.  Students repeat this process until they have completed the vocabulary page.

The next acitivity has students creating their own word search using the words listed on the “Vocabulary” sheet described above.  The “Make a Word Search” sheet (included, following this report) gives step by step instructions on how to create and print the word search.  Students were directed to complete the printed word search as homework.

Resources

Teacher prepared handouts

www.allwords.com
puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com

Student Response

Students enjoyed both the activities.  Many students were surprised to find more than one definition for the vocabulary words.  I asked them to read the various definitions and choose the one that they felt best described the word as it has been used in the episode.  This was difficult for some, easy for others.  

The word search activity was a little bit more difficult for students, as they had to read the directions given on the web site to create the word search.  However, I think the more advanced students enjoyed the challenge!

Reflection

What’s really nice about this activity, is that the online dictionary exercise is relatively straightforward with just a few, clear, simple steps…  good for students with limited computer skills or those who struggle with reading and writing.  These students used the entire hour to complete just the online dictionary activity.  Students with more advanced skills got the benefit of a more challenging activity with the word search. 

You’ll find it in the DICTIONARY!

We are going to use a dictionary on the internet to find the definitions of our vocabulary words.  Follow the directions:

· Open internet explorer.

· In the address box, type:  www.allwords.com
· Click in the white box next to the Find It! Button

· Type one of the vocabulary words on your vocabulary page.

· Click Find It!

· Write the definition on the vocabulary page.

· Find the Spanish definition and write it on the vocabulary page.

· Click on the vocabulary word to hear the pronunciation.

· Repeat this process until you have completed the vocabulary page.

Vocabulary Page

· Landlord

Definition:  ______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Spanish word:  ___________________________________

· Painting

Definition:  ______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Spanish word:  ___________________________________

· Business

Definition:  ______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Spanish word:  ___________________________________

· Wine

Definition:  ______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Spanish word:  ___________________________________

· Lease

Definition:  ______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Spanish word:  ___________________________________

· Accountant

Definition:  ______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Spanish word:  ___________________________________

