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Character Cards is an activity that can be applied to Crossroads Café or On Common Ground.

Construction:  

Photocopy the Who’s in This Story  page from the Crossroads Café Photo Stories text.  Character photos for On Common Ground can be found on the Remember the Story page.  Cut out each of the character photos (including the name and position  in the story), making 2”x 2” little cards.  You can make them look nicer and more sturdy by gluing them on to colored card stock (but that’s a lot of work though if you have a large class!). 

Here’s what I’ve done with them:

· I use the character cards to introduce the characters of the story.

Distribute a set of character cards to each student and begin with basic instructions:  “Show me Rosa, Mr. Brashov, Katherine”, etc. You can expand to asking the students to show you the café cook, the waitress, the café owner, etc.  The “Show me…” instructions can get progressively more difficult (if you have a multi level or more advanced class) and begin to focus in on one or more of the topics that will be addressed in the episode. For example, in episode 21 education and citizenship were the main story themes.  Some more advanced “Show me…” instructions could be:  “Show me…  someone who goes to high school,  someone who has a college education, someone who is an American citizen, someone you think would be a good teacher”, etc.

· Character Cards can also be used to categorize the characters. 

 You can have students divide the characters into simple categories: men and women (see where Henry goes!), married and not married, older than “x” age (or younger), etc.  Again, you can get progressively more advanced, touching on issues of the episode as ways to categorize.

· I use  the character cards to refresh students’ memories and reconnect with the story.


I begin by repeating the above basic “show me” questions.  Then I move on to specific questions regarding the characters and the portion of the video the students have viewed.  For example (CC, Unit 21):  “Show me someone who…  visits Rosa in the café, works in a tailor shop, has a problem with school”, etc.

Here’s what I’ve heard other people have done with the Character Cards:

· Use Character Cards to form groups or partners.


Making sure that there are at least two cards of each character, pass out one character card to each student.   Ask them to find another student with the same character card.  This can be their new partner.  You can also form groups by asking the students to find all the other students with the same character card.

· Use Character Cards to develop individual points of view.



After forming pairs or groups using the above technique, ask the students to develop a point of view for their specific character.  For example (CC, Unit 21), write the question, “Is school important?” on the board.  Each group tries to answer the question through the eyes of the character they have on the card.  You can also use the What Do You Think? questions found in the Crossroads Café work text, or you can think up your own.  

Taking it further, ask the group to choose a “scribe” and  an “actor” to play their character.  The scribe writes down the what the group feels is this character’s point of view.  The group then helps the “actor” practice presenting his or her point of view.  Each group’s  “actor” makes a presentation to the class “in character”. This can lead to some very amusing results!

· Use Character Cards to create character descriptions.


After forming pairs or groups using the above technique, ask the students to create a list of adjectives to describe their character.  (This is a great activity to reinforce or expand adjective vocabulary.)  To make it more interesting,  ask each group to pass their character card and adjective list to another group and have them repeat the process. Different groups can get very different results! This exercise can be expanded to writing sentences, or an entire paragraph for more advanced students, about the character using the adjectives listed. You can relate the activity to the students lives, too.  Ask them to create adjective lists, sentences or paragraphs describing themselves (good practice for job interviews and resume writing!), or their spouses, children, etc.

