EL CIVICS LESSON PLAN: On Common Ground

	Lesson: For the Greater Good  3.2                                   Learner Level:                                                      Date:  

	Key Concept Questions:

1. What was the response to the new Constitution?

2. Why were the first ten amendments added to the Constitution?

3. What recourse is there when personal rights conflict with the 

    common good?
	Vocabulary:

Constitution     submitted

opponents         individual

rights                specify

ratification        tribute

amendments      Federalists

Anti-Federalists proposes

Vocabulary: Idioms/Phrases

voted for          

personal rights were not spelled 

   out

by the narrowest of margins

after debate and revision

a tribute to a document that has 

     truly endured the test of time

      sworn in
	Materials

Journals for writing

personal dictionaries

work text A 

VCR

Video 

 vocabulary page

Extension/Home

Collect three newspaper articles about a situation in which individual rights conflict with the common good. Make a chart like the one on page 37.

Have students create in words or pictures a display that honors the people of your city.  

	Listening:

Following oral directions

Answering oral questions

Watching the video
	
	

	Speaking:

Working in pairs to answer and discuss questions

Classroom, whole group, discussion.
	
	

	Reading:

Activity: What People Said

Sequencing paragraphs

Vocabulary
	
	

	Writing:

Completing work text 

Journal writing

Dictation sentences
	
	

	Notes and adaptations:


EL CIVICS LESSON PLAN: On Common Ground

	Lesson: For the Greater Good 3.2                             Learner Level:                                          Date:

	Key Concept Questions

1. What was the response to the new Constitution?

2. Why were the first ten amendments added to the Constitution?

3.What recourse is there when personal rights conflict with the common good?
Warm-up/review
Review the key concept questions in the student’s journal.

Review the term “Turning Point”.

Remind learners that the next section of the video will show a turning point in American history.

Presentation- Preview the story 

Ask students to silently read the quote at the top of the page.

     The United States added ten amendments to the new Constitution soon after George Washington

     became president. These amendments, called the Bill of Rights, protect individual rights.

Ask several volunteers to restate the sentences in their own words.

Discuss unfamiliar vocabulary and have students add these to their personal dictionaries.

Have students talk about the pictures in pairs.  

What is for sale?     Where are the children?     Have you seen other signs like this? Where?  Do you have permission to travel from state to state?     What is being built?

Ask learners to think about the answers to the questions at the bottom of the page, discuss them with another person, and report back to the class.

Level One

-  Which pictures represent individual rights?  Which do not?

Level Two

-  What rights are important to you?  Have these rights ever been challenged?   What happened?

Level Three

-  Why are individual rights important in a democracy?
Pass out vocabulary page and pronounce each word or phrase. Ask students to listen for the new words and phrases during the video.

Show Turning Points  video #3

Practice – Remember Turning Points –

Review vocabulary page ask students about each word to check for understanding.

Have students add to their personal dictionary words they do not know.

Before completing assignments do a round-robin recap to the video segment. Each student says one thing about the segment while you write what the class says on the board.

Read the learners’ statements and ask if they would like to make changes or corrections.

Level One  True –False 

Have students write their answers individually.

Ask them to work in pairs, sharing their responses and discussing any differences in their answers.

Have students check their answers in the answer key.

Circulate to check learners’ sentences and answer any question they have.

Level Two - Sequence and Timeline

Point out that a Timeline is a graphic organizer that helps students remember events and when they occurred. 

Have students put the events in the box in order and complete the timeline. 

After students have completed the sequence and timeline replay the Turning Points video. 

Ask students if there are any additions they would like to make to their timelines. Even if no specific dates are mentioned in the video, learners can insert their additions between the times, they think the events occurred and then work with a partner to ask and answer questions about their time lines.

Display the timelines so learners can see how their timelines compare with those of their classmates.

Level Three – Complete chart

Have students complete the chart individually before sharing their answers with a partner and discuss any differences.

Have students check their answers with the answer key.

Application – Making Connections 

Write the quote on the board and read it aloud to students.

     One of the primary purposes of the U.S. government is to protect the rights of each person. 

     Opponents  of the constitution were afraid that a strong central government would threaten 

            individual liberties.

Give examples of what the quote means to make sure learner understand.

Have learners paraphrase the quote.

Level One, Two, Three
Divide students into multilevel groups. Have students write their answers to the questions in their journals. 

Ask learners to respond to this question in their journals.

What personal right do you consider important to you and why?

Review/reteach

vocabulary, dictation sentences from 3.1
	Materials

Journals

Work text page 29

Vocabulary handout

VCR

Video #3

Work text page 32-33

Answer Key page 115

Answer key page115

Journals




For the Greater Good Vocabulary

Lesson 3.2

constitution    









submitted

opponents       









individual

rights               








specify

ratification        








tribute

amendments     








Federalists

Anti-Federalists proposes







sworn in

voted for personal rights were not spelled out

by the narrowest of margins

after debate and revision

a tribute to a document that has truly endured the test of time

Remember to discuss homework.
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