EL CIVICS LESSON PLAN: On Common Ground

	Lesson:  Domino Effect 1.1                          Learner Level:                                             Date:

	Key Concept Questions:

1. What is government?

2. Why is government important?

3. What is the difference between limited and unlimited 

    government?

4. What is the difference between authority and power?
	Vocabulary:

idiots        promotes

episode     negotiate

citation     city hall 

hostage     evacuate

Vocabulary: Idioms/Phrases

off ‘til Friday         voice mail

you don’t really expect me to come up with     not set up 

don’t get involved with

get on the bandwagon

possible hostage situation

set up a command center

locked up           make it nice and tight              hang out with     

cowboy and Indians

you burned me once

whacked out    beef up security
	Materials

Dominoes

Journals for writing

Work Text A pages 1,2,4,5 

VCR

Video Sentence strips

Story Map



	Listening:

Following oral directions.

Answering oral questions

Watching the video
	
	

	Speaking:

Working in small groups or pairs to answer and discuss questions.
	
	

	Reading:

Activity: What People Said

Sequencing paragraphs

Vocabulary


	
	Extension/Home
Find and read newspaper article about a situation that is similar.

Journals 

Describe and name each character.

Story map

	Writing:

Completing work text 

Journal writing      personal dictionaries

Quotation marks for speakers


	
	

	Notes:


	
	


EL CIVIC LESSON PLAN: On Common Ground

	Lesson: Domino Effect 1.1                                                    Learner Level:                                                    Date:

	Key Concept Questions

1. What is government?

2. Why is government important?

3. What is the difference between limited and unlimited government?

4. What is the difference between authority and power?

Warm-up/review

Write key concept questions on board and discuss (these questions will be answered as students watch the video and do the activities) Have students copy questions in their journals. Revisit these questions throughout the lesson.

Unit Opener

Discuss the meaning of the title.  

Ask students if they have ever played dominoes.  

Arrange a number of domino pieces on their sides, close to each other, but not touching. Push on the last domino. The rest of the dominoes should fall down, one after another. 

Ask learner to describe what happened when you pushed on the last domino.

Ask learners to provide some examples of life events that are similar to what happened in your demonstration. 

Discuss the photograph (page 1) Ask these questions:

1. Where are these people?

2. Who do you think they are?

3. Why is the man holding a gun? 

Read the sentences under the photograph and discuss.

1. How does government provide ways for people to work together? (People elect officials to represent them in local, state, and federal government. The officials speak for the people who elected them.)

2. What are rights? (guaranteed in the Constitution by the Bill of Rights)

3. What does “common good” mean? (good for most people in a society – for example, safety, education, health services, and roads.)

Have students silently read the statements and questions under the photo. (page 1) Ask learners if there are words they do not understand or how to pronounce – write the words on the board. Start personal dictionaries by having students to write these words in a separate notebook or their journals.

 Ask the question under the photograph and discuss. 

     - What are rights? (guaranteed in the Constitution by the Bill of Rights)

Presentation - Preview the story (page 2)
Put students into small groups or pairs to practice speaking skills by answering the questions about the pictures

    #1  Who is angry?     How do you know? Who is calm?    How do you know?

    #2  Where are these people?     Why are they fighting?

    #3  Who is the man on the right?     What do you think he is saying?     Who is he saying it too?

    #4  Who are th4ese people?     What is happening?     Where is it happening?    Why do the people in 

          the background have their arms behind their backs.

   #5  Who are these people?     Where are they?     What are they looking at?
   #6  Who are these people?     Where are they going?     What do you think will happen?

Turn to page 4 and introduce the characters in the video.
Pass out vocabulary page and pronounce each word or phrase. Ask students to listen for the new words and phrases during the video.

Show the first portion of the video. 

Practice  - Remember the story

Review vocabulary page ask students about each word to check for understanding.

Level One – “What People Say”

Work as a class, in groups, or in pairs to discuss the pictures at the top of the page. 

Ask learners these questions about each person:

     - Who is this person?

     - What did this person do in the episode?

     - Why is the person important?

     - What else do you know about this person?

Ask learners to read the chart headings aloud.

Have them read the quotes silently. 

Ask if there are any unfamiliar words. Ask for volunteers to explain the words or teacher may give answer.

Have learners complete the chart individually. Share responses when everyone has completed the chart.

If students have difficulty, replay video. Have students tell you to pause the video when they hear the words in the What People Say column of the chart. Give students time to fill in the other columns.

Level Two - sequencing activity 

Have students put the sentences in correct order by manipulating them. (Remind students about transition words such as then, next, after, and finally.) 

Vocabulary 

Have students reread paragraphs paying attention to the underlined words. Complete the assignment . 

Have students check their answers with a partner before checking together as a class.  

Level Three – Role play

Have students role-play using knowledge of the characters and events in the video to create a conversation that two characters might have had. Tell students to think about their answers to the questions and use them to complete the role-play conversation.  Options to role-play: in writing; orally, recorded on tape. 

· Who are these people?

· What did they do in the video story?

                -     Why are they important?  

Application – Dictation Sentences for Domino Effect
Have students copy dictation sentences in their journals.(to pass the dictation portion of the citizenship test, a candidate must write one of the two sentences correctly.

1. Government can settle conflicts about the law.

2. Government protects the security of the nation.

Journal:  Ask learners to respond to these questions:

     Have you ever felt like Eddie?     When?     What happened to make you feel like that?

Review/reteach

 Vocabulary words

Notes, Adaptations 


	Materials

Journals

Dominoes

Work text page 1

Work text page 2

Journals or personal dictionaries

Work Text 

page 2

Work text page 4

Notebooks

Vocabulary page

VCR and video #1

Work text page 4-5

Video and VCR player

Sentence strips

Work Text A

Journals

Journals


Domino Effect Vocabulary

Lesson 1.1

	idiots       


	you don’t really expect me to come up with

	promotes


	not set up

	episode 


	don’t get involved with

	negotiate


	possible hostage situation 

	citation


	set up a command center

	city hall


	locked up

	hostage


	make it nice and tight

	evacuate


	hang out with

	off ‘til Friday


	cowboy and Indians

	voice mail


	you burned me once

	easy does it


	whacked out

	I’m diabetic


	beef up security


Sentence strips for sequencing

a. Tom Furlong is angry with Vince Polito. Buchanan thinks Furlong deceived him, and refuses to negotiate. The Incident Commander decides to attempt a rescue.

b. Eddie Buchanan is starting a new job after a long layoff. When he starts to leave for work, he finds a citation for unpaid parking fines and a parking boot on his truck. The truck cannot be moved. When he calls to say he will be late, his new boss tells him not to come in at all. Buchanan is very upset. He needs the job to pay his bills.

c. By going through the heating duct system, the SWAT team enters the mail room next to the mayor’s office. They capture Eddie Buchanan, who is wounded in the process. As the ambulance takes the people who are wounded to the hospital, Mayor Reilly and his assistant leave City Hall to talk to the reporters.

d. One hostage is not well. Diane Clayton and Mayor Reilly convince Buchanan to let paramedics rescue the sick hostage. As they leave with the sick man, one paramedic dives for Buchanan, who hits the paramedic in the head.

e. Buchanan uses the gun to hold people, including the mayor, as hostages. Police begin to evacuate the building. They call in Tom Furlong, a negotiator, to try to resolve the crisis. If Buchanan will not give up the fight, a Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team will try to rescue the hostages.


f. Buchanan goes to City Hall to get the boot removed from his truck. He asks if he can pay the fines gradually. When that doesn’t work, he demands to see the mayor. He becomes angry when the receptionist says the mayor is busy. When the security guard comes, Buchanan fights with him and gets his gun.

STORY MAP
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