	Lesson Title:  Geography Weather Symbol(s)



	Area/Skill

Math

Science

Social Studies


	Subjects: 

Reading                              Earth/Space Science               Health

Applied Math                     General science                       Personal Finance

Economics                         Government



	Activity Title:  Geography Weather Symbols (in the newspapers)

Goals/Objectives:

Our newspaper(s) usually have a chart showing unusual activities that have happened around the world during the week.  Learners need to learn how to read, translate, and analyze the activities and how it affects those areas in the scientific, political, and geographical area.  This activity develops the ability to read the symbols; to analyze what is happening in those countries, and to make a conclusion of the cause and effect based on their interpretation.

Lesson Outline

Warm-up

Have the learners discuss for about 5 minutes the affects of the drought on the Klamath Basin.  How did this affect the economy, the migrant workers, income to the farmers and city, the geographical/physical land, etc?

New skills/information/instruction:

Activity

While they are discussing the drought situation, pass out the chart of the Geographical symbols.  They will match the symbols on the chart on a physical map.  Discuss what other symbols could be used for a tornado, hail, gale like winds, floods, torrential rains, etc.  

Have the learners choose one symbol and one country they wish to research on.  They will read information about that country in which the activity took place. They are to find out what each country’s strengths and weaknesses are.  They will collect information on population; type of government, factories, agriculture products; and what is the yearly temperature.

Closure/Conclusion

Learners will share with others what they learned about the symbol and its effect on the country that they had chosen to learn about.  They may use visual photos of the globe, materials from a magazine (such as the National Geographic) or newspaper clippings.

Follow-up Lessons/Activities

· Compare or contrast symbols of activity in other countries

· Compare or contrast the amount of damage each symbol represents

· List by population which country has lost the most in terms of population, damage to land, and health/safety.  

· Estimate the worst scenario that could happen in all phases of a country’s life.



	Web sources:

www.ngdc.noaa.gov                                                 This is a national Geophysical Data Center

www.nationalgeographic.com                                 American National geographic Society
www.rgs.org                                                              This is the Royal Geographical Society

www.nssl.noaa.gov/edu/lessons/lesson1.html         A good site to learn about weather symbols.

http://grads.iges.org/pix/symbolwx.html                Another site for weather symbols.

http://weather.gov                                                     A general weather station

http://iwin.news.noaa.gov                                         A good link for online information and other sources.

www.worldbank.org/research/growth/                   This has information on economic growth around the world.




	Lesson Title:  Geographic Weather Symbols


	Curriculum Area:                                        Subjects:

Math                                                                             Reading          Applied Math          General Science          Earth/Space Science           

Social Science                                                              Economics      Personal Finance     Global Studies            Government & Civics

Science



	Lesson Description: 

The Learners will be given a geographical chart to learn the symbols for various types of weather.  They will also be encouraged to learn basic information about the country where this event is occurring and what the long-term effects could be on the political, economical and health/safety issues of that area.


	Real Life Connection:  

The learners need to recognize the geographic symbol, where it happened, and visualize the wide range of problems in land, culture and government.

In the future the learner could use this information to make valuable decisions of what kind of job he/she wants as well as the general location of where to live (should they have that option!).



	Materials Needed:

· Chart of a map with geographical weather symbols
· Newspaper article showing a map of the weather symbols around the world.
· Newspapers, magazines, etc, showing the specific damages caused by an earthquake, tornado, cyclone, etc.
· Web sites (see list for suggested areas to browse)

	Time Involved:

This lesson could take at least 3 hours in segments of 45 minutes each.  The first segment could focus on introducing the topic.  The second segment could focus on the student’s choice, and finally the third segment could be the fact-finding conclusion of the learners’ work.

	Special Accommodations for Slow Learners, ADD, ADHA:

· Have a list(s) so they can check them off when completed

· Encourage plenty of opportunities for them to color maps or charts
· Make sure they have plenty of colorful things around them
· Keep a ritual of doing things
· Give plenty of reminders

	· If the task is large, break into small tasks
· Provide plenty of small breaks



