Comparing or Ordering

1)  Line up the decimal

2)  Fill in zeros

These steps insure tenths will be compared to tenths, hundredths to hundredths, thousandths to thousandths and so on.

Example:  Put these numbers in order from the largest to the smallest.

0.32,  0.203, 0.03, 0.3

	1)  Line up the decimal
	0.32  

0.203

0.03

0.3


	

	2)  Fill in zeros
	0.320 
0.203

0.030

0.300
	three hundred twenty thousandths

two hundred three thousandths

thirty thousandths

three hundred thousandths


Now compare three hundred twenty thousandths to two hundred three thousandths, thirty thousandths, and three hundred thousandths.

0.32 is the largest, then 0.3, 0.203, and finally 0.03

Put the following in order form largest to smallest.

	a)
	0.58, 0.825, 0.08, 0.5
	3.14, 0.009, 0.095, 0.01
	0.07, 0.6, 0.008, 5

	b)
	0.13, 0.059, 0.4, .34
	0.05, 2.09, 2.010, 0.063
	.3, 0.049, 0.501, 0.0601


Put the following in order form smallest to largest.

	a)
	0.045, 0.54, 0.504, 0.405
	9.5, 0.59, 0.95, 0.509
	0.164, 0.709, 0.482, 256

	b)
	0.09, 0.3, 0.05, 0.010
	0.395, 0.054, 0.73, 0.98
	0.72, 0.295, 476, 0.163


More next page….

	The symbol < is read “less than” 

and > is read “greater than.”


	5<12   Five is less than twelve.

295 > 34 two hundred ninety five is greater than thirty four.




“The alligator turns to eat the bigger number” is an easy way to remember which way to write the symbol.
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  342 and 12987

Insert the symbols <,> or = between these pairs of numbers

	a)
	12_____62
	1.23______1.3
	4.008_______4.03
	1987______1978

	b)
	1.2_____0.62
	0.24______0.204
	0.509_______0.6
	1.582_____1.59
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