Note Taking for U.S. Government
Instructions:  Fill in the heading with information found on the Ben’s Guide to Government website. The numbers below correspond to the sections in Ben’s Guide.  Also, Number 14 is a glossary of government terms.
1.  Our Nation: Briefly list the information below
Geographic Location of US and its two border countries: 
Number of States in the US:
Capital of the US: 
Your state’s capital city:

Date of Statehood:

Your US House Representative (name):
Your US Senators (two names):
2.  Declaration of Independence:
Author(s):
Date of Acceptance:

Purpose of the Declaration:
Three (3) important rights recognized:
Country the colonies wanted to be independent from:
Two (2) examples of the King’s injustice:
3.   Articles of Confederation (first government of the US)
Powers of Congress:
Problems with the Articles of Confederation:
Length of time Articles of Confederation were in effect:  November 1777 to ________ 
Document which followed the Articles and set up the current US government:

4.   Federalist Papers
Three (3) Authors:

Purpose of the Federalist Papers:

5. The Constitution of the United States (Match the terms with their definitions.)
Note:  You will need to use some of “links” to get all the information.
	____1. democracy


	A. “supreme law of the land”

	____2. representative democracy                     
	B.  an undivided union of 50           sovereign states

	____3. separation of powers


	C. first President of the US

	____4. amendments
	D. people elect others to represent them in government

	____5. James Madison

	E. power comes from the people

	____6. federal democratic republic     

	F. changes added to the Constitution

	____7.   Constitution

	G. government is divided into branches

	____8. George Washington  
	H. main author of the Constitution


Fill in the blanks with information from the Writing of the Constitution of the US:

The government established by the Constitution is based on three principles:  ___________________________,____________________________________,and ___________________________________________. 

The Constitution was written at the Constitutional Convention in ________ (year)  in ___________________, Pennsylvania.  Compromises to settle disagreements were made to get the document written and approved.

The “Virginia Plan” proposed a strong _____________   ___________________ which would contain three branches:  _________________,________________, and _______________.  No branch would have more power than another branch because of a system of __________ and ______________.  This system would prevent the tyranny of one branch “taking over” the government.  
The “New Jersey Plan” wanted to amend (or change) the Articles to give the central government more power but give the states a fair share of local control. Small states like New Jersey were afraid of losing power.

Since some states had more people than others, a compromise to ensure fair and equal representation in the legislature had to be agreed on. A_________________ legislature was created, which meant the legislature would have two divisions.  All states would have equal representation (two senators) in the ______________________.  But states would also have representatives based on their population in the _________________________.  Therefore, the more populous states would have _________ representatives than the less populous states, but all states had the same number of senators.
6.  The Bill of Rights:  the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution  (Briefly list the rights or protections for the amendments listed below.)
Amendment I:  (List the f5 rights)

Amendment II:  

Amendment IV:   
Amendment V:

Amendment VI:

Amendment VIII:

Amendment X:  Powers not listed in the Constitution are given to      the____________.
7.  The Emancipation Proclamation:

Date:

Author:

Purpose of Proclamation:
Significance in American history:

8.  The Gettysburg Address:  
Date and Location:
Author/Speaker of the Address:
Significance in American history:
9.  Branches of the Federal Government:  Who or What does this?  (List the 3 branches.)
____________________________
(enforces laws)          
____________________________ 
(interprets laws)        
_______________________​​​​​​​_____ 
(makes laws)           
A system of _______________________________prevents any one of the branches from becoming too powerful.

 a. Executive Branch (List some of the president’s powers.)

Powers as Head of State:

Powers as Commander in Chief:

Administrative Powers:
Presidential appointments of ambassadors or department heads must be approved by the ______________________.  The legislative branch is checking the power of the _____________________________branch.
 b. Legislative Powers of the President: (Briefly define each term.)

Veto:
Pocket Veto (check Ben’s Glossary):
Line Item Veto:
A presidential veto of a bill is a check by the executive branch on the    __________________ branch.
c. Requirements & Terms of President
Specific requirements:
Number of terms a president may serve:
Impeachment (define):
3 reasons for impeaching a president:
A president is tried for the crime in the _________________.   A ________ majority vote is needed to remove the president from office.
d. President’s Cabinet

Cabinet’s purpose:
Number of Cabinet positions:  _______


2 Examples:
The  ____________appoints Cabinet Secretaries.

The________________ approves their appointments, an example of the _______________branch checking the power of the___________branch.
e. Order of Succession
List the 4 positions in order which would succeed, or take over the office of president, if the president were to die, resign, or become unable to do his/her job:
________________________

________________________

________________________ 
(explain) _________________________________________

________________________ 
f. Presidents of the US (Use the chart to complete the information below.)
Total number of US presidents:_______
President who served the longest: ________________
President during the Civil War (1861-1865):  ________________                        

John F. Kennedy’s Vice President: _____________________
One political “party” that doesn’t exist any more: _______________
g. Judicial Branch

The Supreme Court is the ______________court in the US.
The Supreme Court hear cases involving the ________________.

Judicial Review:  The Supreme Court can invalidate both _____________ and __________ laws if the laws violate the Constitution. 
Number of justices (judges) on the Supreme Court:

The ____________ appoints Supreme Court justices for terms of ______.

h. Legislative Branch (Congress)
The 2 parts, or “Houses”  of the legislative branch, also called Congress:

_________________ and ________________________________
Main duty of Congress:

Other Powers of Congress: (list 4)

Elastic Clause:  
 
Houses of Representatives


Total # of members: ____________


Term length ___________

The # of representatives per state is based on its______________.

Requirements for being a representative:
Two jobs that only the House of Representatives can do:

Senate

Total # of senators  ___________


Term length __________

The # of senators per state: _________

Requirements for being a senator:

Jobs or duties that the senators do: (list 3)
10.  How Laws are Made (Fill in the missing steps in the process.)  
· A representative or senator sponsors a __________ he/she wishes to see become law.
· The bill is assigned to a ___________________ where it is studied and released or _____________.

· The bill is then put on a  _________________ or list of bills awaiting action.
· The bill is read before the House of Representatives (or Senate). The bill may be passed by a ____________ majority:  218 votes out of 435 in the House of Reps.  or  ____votes out of 100 in the Senate.  If it passes, the bill moves to the other part of Congress (both parts are called “Houses”), either the Senate or House of Representatives.

· The bill is now in the other House of Congress where it again is assigned to a __________________ which studies it and releases or tables it.

· If the bill is released, it may then be ___________on.  If not, it may move to a conference committee made up of members of ___________ houses. This committee works out any differences.

· If the bill returns to the same house, it may be further debated or voted on. To pass, the bill needs a  ___________majority.

· The bill is now sent to a _______________________________composed of members of both Houses of Congress.  Any differences are worked out and the bill is sent back to both houses for their ___________ approval.

· If the bill is approved, it is sent to the __________________ who has ten days to sign it or ________ it.  If the president signs the bill, it becomes _______.
· To override a presidential veto, both Houses of Congress need to vote on the bill with a ______majority.  

11.  National vs. State Government

Federalism (define):
Exclusive National Powers (list 3)
  
Exclusive State Powers (list 3)

Concurrent Powers: (define & give 2 examples)

State laws cannot conflict with or violate the ________________________ (hint:  look under State Government)
12.  The Election Process
a. Election of the President and Vice President: Primary Election (Fill in the needed information.)
Presidential elections are held every ______years.  The nomination process usually begins in February with state __________________ and __________________. These events show the people the candidates and narrow down the list of candidates. Later, delegates from the states vote for their candidates at ________________            party ___________________.  The person who receives a _______________ of votes becomes the candidate for his/her party.  The person then chooses a ______ _________________ to run with him/her.

The Electoral College was set up by the authors of the _______________________.  Voters in each state don’t actually vote for president and vice-president but for a block of _______________ who pledge to vote for a particular candidate.  The number of electors per state is equal to the number of its _____________________ delegates.  My state has 2 Senators (as do all states) and ________ House representatives.  So, my state has _____ total electors.  After the general election is over, the electors get together in December to cast their ballots for presidents.  A candidate needs a majority of 538 electoral votes, or ________ votes, to get elected (a simple majority is half plus one).
Election Day:  Election Day for President and Vice-President occurs on “Tuesday after the first Monday in the month of ___________________________,” according to the Constitution.
 b. Election of Representatives (a review, but do it again)
Total number of House Representatives ______

The numbers of representatives per state is based on its ___________________________.
Each state has at least ___________ representative.

Representatives are elected every _________ years for ________year terms.

c. Election of Senators

Total number of Senators ________ or ____per state.

Senators are elected for _________ terms. 

Every two years ___________ of the Senate faces re-election (write the fraction).
d. Voter Registration (List 3 requirements for voting.)
____________________   
____________________ 
____________________
13.  Citizenship

There are 3 classifications of residents in the U.S.  List and briefly describe:

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________
The process of becoming a U.S. citizen, when one is not born a citizen, is called ___________________________________.

To become a citizen a person must follow 3 steps including
· _________________________________________

· _________________________________________

· _________________________________________
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