Answer Key

1. Our Nation


North America; Mexico and Canada


50


Washington, D.C


 Answers vary

Nov. 8, 1889


Answers vary

Answers vary
2. Declaration of Independence


Thomas Jefferson


July 4, 1776


Declare independence from England; list grievances against king

Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness


England

Many examples possible:  cutting off colonies trade; quartering troops; imposing taxes; abolishing laws; suspending legislatures; denying trial by jury.
3. Articles of Confederation

Conduct foreign affairs, make treaties, declare war, maintain army/navy, establish post offices, coin money

Weak central government, limited power, could not raise money or levy taxes, states ignored the laws passed by Congress, no amending process

1789


The Constitution

4. Federalist Papers


Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, James Madison


Urged the states (particularly New York) to ratify the Constitution
5. The Constitution of the US

1. E  2. D  3. G  4. F  5. H  6. B  7. A  8. C

Inherent powers, self-government, separation of powers

1787, Philadelphia, strong central government, legislative, executive, judicial, checks and balances

bicameral, Senate, House of Representatives, more
6. The Bill of Rights
Am. 1:  religion, speech, press, assembly, petition
Am II:  militia; bear arms

Am. IV: protection from unreasonable search and seizure; warrants needed.

Am V: indictments needed for capital crimes; no double jeopardy; no testifying

against oneself

Am VI:  speedy, public trial; due process; information of charges; witnesses

Am VIII:  no excessive bail, fines, or cruel and unusual punishment

Am X:  states

7. The Emancipation Proclamation

September 22, 1862

Lincoln

Declare freedom for slaves

Made the Civil War a fight for freedom; allowed black men to enlist in the Union

Army; led to the 13th Amendment (prohibited slavery) to the Constitution

8. The Gettysburg Address

November 19, 1863

Lincoln


Honored the war dead; announced to the world the US’s commitment to fighting for freedom in the world as well as the US

9. Branches of the Federal Government

Executive

President

Judicial

Federal Courts (Supreme Court)

Legislative

Congress

Checks and Balances

a. Executive Branch

Head of state powers: meet with leaders of other countries, appoint ambassadors, make foreign policy
Commander in Chief powers:  send troops oversea

Administrative powers: appoint heads of departments

Senate / Executive branch
b. Legislative Powers of the President

Veto:  refuses to sign the bill into law

Pocket veto: indirect veto

Line item veto: partial veto of certain sections of a bill

Legislative branch

c. Requirements & Terms of President

35 years old, natural born citizen, resident in US 14 years

2 terms
A process of removing the president

Treason, bribery, other high crimes and misdemeanors

Senate; 2/3 majority vote

d. President’s Cabinet

Advises the president

15
State, Treasury, Homeland Security…etc.

The president

The Senate; legislative/executive
e. Order of Succession

Vice-president

Speaker of the House

President Pro Tempore of the Senate (presides over Senate when vice pres. can not)

Secretary of State (Cabinet Secretary)

f. Presidents of the US (chart)
43

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Lincoln

Lyndon Johnson

Whig, Federalist, or Democratic-Republican

g. Judicial Branch

Highest court

Constitution

State and Federal laws
9

President; life

h. Legislative Branch
Senate; House of Representatives

Write, debate, and pass bills (which may become laws)

Declare war, maintain military, regulate interstate commerce and foreign trade

Constitution gave Congress other powers (implied powers) that might be necessary at some future point  

House of Representatives


435


2 years


Population


25 years old, a citizen of the US for seven years, live in state represented


Start laws involving taxes; decide if government official should be tried for

crimes against the US


Senate


100


6 years


2


30 years old, a citizen of the US for nine years, live in state represented


Confirm/disapprove treaties made by the president; confirm/disapprove


Presidential appointments (Supreme Ct judges, Cabinet heads etc); 


try governmental officials for crimes against the US

10. How Laws are Made


bill


committee; tabled


calendar


simple; 51


committee


voted; both


simple


joint committee; final


president; veto; law


2/3

11. National vs. State Government

Power is shared between the national and state (or local) governments.

Exclusive National Powers:  print money, regulate interstate trade, make treaties, declare war, provide an army/navy, establish post office, make laws necessary to carry out these powers.

Exclusive State Powers:  issue licenses, regulate intrastate (within) trade, conduct elections, establish local governments, ratify amendments to the Constitution, ensure public health and safety.

Concurrent Powers:  Share powers between national and state governments. Collect taxes, build roads, borrow money, establish courts.

Constitution
12. The Election Process

a. Election of the President and Vice President: Primary Election

4; caucuses and primaries; national convention; majority; vice president
The Electoral College

Constitution; electors; Congressional; answers vary; answers vary; 270

Election Day
November

b. Election of Representatives 

435

Population

1

2 years; 2 year terms

c. Election of Senators

100; 2

6 year terms

1/3

d. Voter Registration (3 requirements)

18 years old; US citizen; and registered to vote

13. Citizenship
Aliens - people who emigrate from foreign country

Nationals – natives of American territorial possessions

Citizens - people born in the US, born to American citizens in a foreign country, 

naturalized citizens

naturalization

file an application, take naturalization exam, appear for court hearing
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