Vocabulary Strategy 

1. Listen to the Word 
· The first strategy to try is pronouncing the unfamiliar word aloud and listening for something familiar in the word as you speak and listen. Sometimes just saying the word aloud and listening carefully will trigger one's memory of the word's meaning or a similar word. 
2. Consider the Context 
· Next, reread the sentence containing the unfamiliar word, or perhaps a few sentences preceding or following, to determine if the meaning can be understood from the context. 
3. Decipher – Break down
· If no clues may be found from the context of the word, try deciphering the word itself based on suffixes, prefixes, and root words within the unfamiliar term. 
4. Dictionaries 
· When deciphering and context clues do not work, use a dictionary to learn the meaning of an unfamiliar word. 
· Write down the definition of the word.
5. Skip the Word 
· It may be most efficient to skip an unfamiliar word as long as it will not result in confusion or lack of comprehension of key sentences or entire paragraphs. If the word does not seeml, just skip it. 
6. Experience 
· Remember that unfamiliar words are ultimately understood through a variety of experiences. Therefore, to steadily improve one's word knowledge, read frequently to learn new words. 
