CHECKLIST OF TERMS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES GED TEST

(from GED Practice Tests)

General:  ability to read charts, graphs, maps, political cartoons

GEOGRAPHY

1.   Physical areas of the US (Midwest, Great Plains, etc.)

2.   Hemispheres, Continents and Major Ocean Locations

3.   Directions (for maps)

4.   latitude, longitude, equator, prime meridian

5.   Climate vs. weather

6.   Biomes (tundra, grassland, tropics, deciduous/ coniferous forest, desert etc.)

7.   Global warming, greenhouse gases (causes/effects)

GOVERNMENT, POLITICAL SCIENCE

1.  Types of government (monarchy, oligarchy, democracy, dictatorship)

2. Major US Documents (Declaration of Independence, Articles of

Confederation, Preamble to Constitution--formal, legal wording)

3.  Constitution vs. Articles of Confederation

4.  Constitution:


Federalism


Structure of Government -- the three branches and their powers


Checks and balances


Separation of Powers vs. Shared Power


Bill of Rights—basic freedoms (speech, press, trial by jury, assemby)


Amendment


Initiative, referendum


Supreme Court; case appearance (Brown vs. Board of Education)

5.  Primary vs. General Election, electorate

6. Affirmative Action

7. Censorship

8. Republican Party, Democratic Party, Third Party

9. Term limits idea

10. Representative vs. Direct democracy

11. “Uncle Sam” symbol for U.S.

U.S.HISTORY
1.  Events leading up to the Revolutionary War (principle parties, causes)

2.  Civil War 


abolition, secession, Confederacy, Union, Yankee, Rebel, North and South, slavery, emancipation

3. Continental expansionism—Manifest Destiny (settlement from east to west), land grants, territory, statehood

4. Immigration trends and impact/cultural diversity

5. Industrialization; Labor Unions

6. Great Depression (causes/effects)
7.  NAFTA--North American Free Trade Agreement with Mexico and Canada.

7. General Time-Line of major wars that the US has participated in.

8. Civil Rights, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., discrimination, segregation, desegregation

9. Environmental movement, pollution, conservation, EPA

WORLD HISTORY

1. Ancient civilizations forming near rivers (e.g. Nile River)

2. Feudalism in the Middle Ages (1000 years)

3. Renaissance; invention of printing press

4. Global expansion; voyages of exploration (e.g. Columbus)

5. Imperialism

6. Industrialization (1800’s) -impact 

7. World War II--Hitler, Mussolini, Hirohito, Axis Powers; Churchill, Roosevelt             (FDR), Stalin, Alllied Powers;  Pacific Theatre, European Theatre

8. United Nations

9. Nuclear Arms Race, Cold War, Berlin Wall, 

10. Fall of Soviet Union/communism; Gorbachev & glasnost

11. Tiananmen Square China

12. South Africa/apartheid 

13. Ethnic, ethnicity

ECONOMICS

1. Different economic systems (socialism, communism, capitalism)

2. Vocabulary:   proprietorship, partnership, corporation, “glass ceiling,” 

         monopoly, free enterprise, trust and antitrust,  monetary, market, capital

3. Law of supply and demand (how it affects prices)

4. Imports vs. Exports

5. Tariffs

6. Laissez-faire doctrine

7.  Urban, Suburban, Rural; urbanization (causes/effects)

8. Entrepreneur (ism)
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