
CHECKLIST OF TERMS FOR SCIENCE GED TEST

(from official practice tests)

GENERAL

Steps in the Scientific Method 
median
pie graph sections add up to 100%

percentages and fractions (25% =1/4)
compare numbers and calculate number of times a number is greater (or less) than the other number
organic vs. inorganic

cycles in nature (water, rock, nitrogen)

LIFE SCIENCE (BIOLOGY)

What all living things have in common:

1. All are made up of cells

2. All reproduce

3. All have a life cycle (birth, growth, maturity, decline, death)

4. All have to eat

5. All respond to stimuli

biome, ecosystem, biodiversity 

rain forest (importance of), forest canopy

plant succession

food chain, predators, prey, decomposers

food web

food pyramid

evolution

adaptation

metamorphosis

parasite/host

single celled vs. multicelled organism (simple to complex idea)

differentiated vs. specialized

form and function

invertebrate vs. vertebrate

species

“marine” organism

photosynthesis

perennial, biennial, annual

deciduous vs.conifirous trees

“girdling” of a tree 

sexual vs. asexual reproduction, clone

Punnett Square

heredity, traits (dominant vs. recessive)

genes and chromosomes

mutation

cell division

in vitro fertilization

basic systems of the human body

body rhythms

irradiation of food

citrus fruits (examples)

EARTH AND SPACE

climate vs. weather

earth tilted on axis and how it affects climate in hemispheres

orbit

drought

air mass, front, jet stream

hurricane (pattern + “eye” of storm)

humidity (water vapor)

tropical--temperate--arctic (geographic zones as well as air masses)

global warming, Ozone, ultraviolet radiation

fossil fuel

acid rain 

renewable vs. non-renewable resources

crust, mantle, core

earthquake faults, tremor, epicenter, seismic wave

plate tectonics

three types of rocks (how formed)

rock layers (oldest on bottom)

fossils (age in rock layers)

folding, faulting

erosion (types + exposure of rock layers)

topsoil (erosion prevention)

water cycle (precipitation, evaporation, condensation)

gravity

moon’s effect on tides

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

matter,  three states of 

Law of Conservation of Matter

molecules, atoms 

proton, neutron, electrons,

positive and negative charge

chemical formulas (how they are written)

chemical reactions (exothermic/endothermic)

volume

mass

density

buoyancy and displacement of water

elements

compounds

solutions (solubility)

solubility

boiling point

distillation

evaporation

condensation

saturation

ions

vacuum

poles on magnets

force

equilibrium

levers and fulcrum

friction

hydroplaning

velocity

electric current (direct and alternating)

combustion

radiation 

nuclear fission

light refraction

light waves, manometers

sound waves

decibels

Doppler Effect

radar


