Understanding Purpose
A reader’s purpose affects everything about reading.  It determines what’s important in the text, what is remembered, and what comprehension strategy a reader uses to enhance meaning.  

Teacher Instruction:

· Hand out copy of paragraph.

· Ask students to read piece and circle what they think is important.

· Ask students to read the piece again, and this time use a pink highlighter to mark places in the text that a robber would find important.

· Ask students to read the piece again, and this time use a yellow highlighter to mark places in the text that a prospective home buyer would find important.

· Ask students what they notice about the three times they highlighted.  Point out that the first time was probably the hardest because they had no purpose.

Taken from I Read It But I Don’t Get It by Cris Tovani

