


























DRAFT

Montana ABLE Content Standards-2009 Mathematics - 8 
OPI – Denise Juneau, Superintendent 

NRS 
Levels Montana Adult Mathematics Content Standards 

1-
B

eg
 L

it 

2-
B

eg
 A

B
E

 

3-
Lo

w
 In

t 

4-
H

ig
h 

In
t 

5-
A

S
E

 L
ow

 

6-
A

S
E

 H
ig

h 
 

G
E

D
 

W
or

kp
la

ce
  

P
os

t -
se

co
nd

ar
y 

GE 
 

0-1.9 2-3.9 4-5.9 6-8.9 9-
10.9 

11-
12.9    

MA 2 Whole Numbers          
MA 2.1 Add and subtract single digit numbers          
MA 2.2 Recognize even and odd numbers          
MA 2.3 Identify place value to at least the thousands place          
MA 2.4 Add and subtract up to three-digit numbers          
MA 2.5 Multiply and divide single digit numbers          
MA 2.6 Perform basic multiplication facts through 10           
MA 2.7 Regroup in addition and subtraction          
MA 2.8 Round to appropriate place values          
MA 2.9 Perform whole number operations up to four digits          
MA 2.10 Demonstrate use of basic mathematical symbols          
MA 2.11 Calculate mean, median, mode and range          

MA 2.12 Determine correct operations for solving narrative 
whole number problems            

MA 2.13 Appropriate use of estimation and mental math          
MA 2.14 Recognize inverse operations          
MA 2.15 Appropriately solve using order of operations          

MA 2.16 Recognize appropriate representation to solve a 
problem          
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MA 10 Algebra          

MA 10.1 Add, subtract, multiply and divide positive and 
negative numbers, including absolute values          

MA 10.2 Add and subtract polynomials          
MA 10.3 Multiply and divide polynomials          
MA 10.4 Calculate simple square roots and powers          
MA 10.5 Solve algebraic equations           
MA 10.6 Identifies and uses functional notation          
MA 10.7 Use algebraic models to solve mathematical problems          
MA 10.8 Simplify rational expressions; solve rational equations          
MA 10.9 Solve inequalities          

MA 10.10 Graph and manipulate linear equations (i.e., slope, y-
intercept, parallel, perpendicular, etc.)          

MA 10.11 Solve systems of equations           
MA 10.12 Calculate complex square roots and powers          
MA 10.13 Solve quadratic equations          

MA 10.14 Translate word phrases into algebraic expressions or 
word sentences into equations          

MA 11 Technology          

MA 11.1 
Use calculators when appropriate (i.e., basic 
calculator, fraction calculator, graphing calculator, 
etc.) 

         

MA 11.2 Use computers when appropriate (i.e., software, word 
processor, spreadsheets, etc.)          

MA 11.3 Use the Internet when appropriate (i.e., tutorials, 
searches, data collection, etc.)          
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Introduction – Adult Reading Content Standards 
 
The Montana Adult Reading Content Standards address the following areas: 

 
Decode and recognize words 
Monitor comprehension and reading strategies 
Organize and analyze literature and reflect on its meaning 
Transition into employment and/or postsecondary areas 

 
The Montana adult reading content standards provide instructors with specific guidance in the skills a student needs to comprehend 
a variety of texts for a range of purposes.  In reading text, proficient readers gain personal meaning, and monitor and evaluate their 
progress.  Reading is a strategic problem solving process that develops critical and creative thinking.  Thinking/reading skills help 
students transition to employment and secondary education. 
 

 
Abbreviations Key 

ABE– Adult Basic Education Beg Lit – Beginning Literacy High Int – High Intermediate ABE 

GE – Grade Equivalents Beg ABE – Beginning ABE Literacy ASE Low –-Adult Secondary Education Low 

NRS – National Reporting System  Low Int – Low Intermediate ABE ASE High – Adult Secondary Education High 

Checks 

GED   
A check mark in the GED column indicates the skills that are typically required to be successful on the GED Test.   
Workplace Skills   
A check mark in the Workplace Skills column indicates the literacy and numeracy skills that are typically needed for the workplace. 
Postsecondary   
A check mark in the Postsecondary column indicates the skills that are typically needed to enter a postsecondary setting. 

Dots  
A dot in the NRS column indicates when students are typically taught and reach proficiency in the skill. 
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RD 1 The adult learner reads with understanding and is 
able to decode and recognize words          

RD 1.1 Name and match capital and lowercase letters to the 
sounds of the letters.            

RD 1.2 Recognize phonemes in rhyming, blending and in 
segmenting initial and final consonant sounds.           

RD 1.3 
Analyze words by matching and blending consonants, 
vowels, vowel digraphs, diphthongs, R controlled 
words, two-syllable words and polysyllabic words.  

         

RD 1.4 Recognize sight words.  Examples: the, from, and, 
money, shoe.          

RD 1.5 Recall vocabulary stated in simple lists and phrases.  
Examples: Dolch and Fry List, quotations          

RD 1.6 Use context clues to read text.  Examples: words, 
sentences, and ideas.          

RD 1.7 Identify word parts.  Examples: word families, 
suffixes, and abbreviations.          

RD 1.8 Name word relationships.  Examples: synonyms, 
antonyms, multiple meanings.          

RD 1.9 
Recognize and comprehend most everyday and some 
unfamiliar and specialized words and abbreviations.  
Examples: Inc., Ms., Co., Dr., St., Ave., and G.E.D. 

         

RD 1.10 
Demonstrate knowledge of word parts when reading.  
Examples: prefixes, suffixes, root/base words, 
compounds, contractions, symbols, and acronyms. 

         
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RD 1.11 
Utilize word relationships to enhance comprehension.  
Examples: synonyms, antonyms, multiple meaning 
words, connotations, denotation, and idioms.  

         

RD 1.12 
Applies knowledge of Greek and Latin roots to 
understand words specific to other content areas. 
Examples: arch-, bio-, tri-, carn-, and mega-. 

         

RD 2 
The adult learner reads with understanding and is 
able to monitor comprehension and reading 
strategies. 

         

RD 2.1 
Demonstrate fluency by reading leveled texts at a 
reasonable rate with few errors.  Example: Timed 
reading. 

         

RD 2.2 
Select and practice simple comprehension strategies 
with instructor assistance.  Examples: scan, 
predicting, and think aloud. 

         

RD 2.3 Recognize key points in simple texts and documents. 
Examples: menus, and newspaper ads.          

RD 2.4 
Use context clues to develop comprehension.  
Examples: sentence and paragraph structure, 
definitions, restatement. 

         

RD 2.5 

Select and practice comprehension strategies to use 
before reading.  Examples: activate prior knowledge, 
brainstorm, categorize, preview, analyze, connect, set 
purpose, and use an anticipation guide.  

         

 

Norene Peterson
Highlight
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http://www.nwlincs.org/mtlincs/opi/CS/csrd_2.2_rd2.3.htm
http://www.nwlincs.org/mtlincs/opi/CS/csrd_2.2_rd2.3.htm
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RD 2.6 

Select and practice comprehension strategies to use 
during reading.    Example: use context clues, 
partner read, retell, reread, question, predict, think 
aloud, pause and reflect. 

         

RD 2.7 
Select and practice comprehension strategies to use 
after reading.   Examples: skim, connect and apply, 
paraphrase, visualize, and use a graphic organizer.   

         

RD 2.8 

Monitor and enhance comprehension using 
intermediate strategies with instructor’s assistance.  
Examples: rereading, restating, recalling, predicting, 
copying and rephrasing text, and using reference 
materials. 

         

RD 2.9 

Self-monitor and enhance advanced comprehension 
strategies.  Examples: rephrasing, summarizing, 
sequencing, skimming, scanning, predicting, 
inferences, narrative and/or expository writing. 

         

RD 2.10 
Incorporate reading skills for test taking strategies.  
Examples:  scan, re-read, process of elimination and 
utilize prior knowledge. 

         

RD 2.11 State authors’ purposes.  Examples: to inform, 
entertain.          

RD 2.12 
Determine the tone/mood or meaning in a variety of 
writing samples: editorials, magazines articles, literary 
text or poetry. 

         
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RD 3 
The adult learner reads with understanding and is 
able to organize and analyze literature and reflect 
on its meaning. 

         

RD 3.1 Distinguish between fiction and nonfiction.            

RD 3.2 
Analyze information by drawing conclusions from 
intermediate leveled text.  Examples: Narrative text; 
setting, plot, characters, expository, and point of view. 

         

RD 3.3 
Compile information from multiple sources (including 
print and electronic) pertinent to an investigative 
search. 

         

RD 3.4 

Investigate and utilize resources available for life 
skills, work force, and career exploration using 
informational text and online resources.  Examples: 
reading for pleasure or information. 

         

RD 3.5 Recognize authors’ purposes.  Examples: to inform, 
entertain, solve problems, and persuade.          

RD 3.6 Identify cause-and-effect relationships in literary texts.            

RD 3.7 Interpret figurative language in literature.  Examples: 
simile, metaphor, and personification.          

RD 3.8 
Compare and contrast universal themes in literature.  
Examples: tragic hero, man versus nature, triumph 
over adversity, and coming of age. 

         

RD 3.9 
Compare and contrast the presentation of a similar 
theme or topic across genres.  Examples: love theme 
presented through prose, poetry, and drama.  

         

RD 3.10 
Determine the relationship between different forms of 
poetry.  Examples: ballad, lyric, couplet, epic, elegy, 
ode, and sonnet. 

         
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RD 3.11 
Evaluate current and historical texts.  Examples: 
philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social 
issues.  

         

RD 3.12 
Acquire meaning from context by recognizing 
unfamiliar words, action verbs, descriptive words and 
phrases.   

         

RD 3.13 Identify plot elements by recognizing characters, 
conflicts, resolution, sequence          

RD 3.14 Find the main idea by finding the supporting details 
and by using the process of elimination.            

RD 3.15 Apply prior knowledge to ideas, situations, characters, 
and/or beliefs.            

RD 3.16 Analyze tone by choosing words that determine the 
mood.           

RD 3.17 Make inferences by identifying details, clue words and 
using personal experience.            

RD 3.18 
 

Find clue words to identify contrasts and 
comparisons. Example: like, also, similarly, however, 
but, on the other hand.  

         

RD 3.19 Interpret theme by using general ideas, moral images 
and symbols inferred in a short story or novel.          

RD 3.20 
 

Respond to a work of literature by interpreting 
selected phrases, sentences, or passages and apply 
the information to modern life. 

         
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RD 3.21 
Determine the tone/mood or meaning in a variety of 
writing samples: editorials, magazines articles, literary 
text or poetry. 

         

RD 3.22 Describe the literary elements and characteristics of 
fiction, nonfiction, drama and poetry.          

RD 3.23 

Recognize the essentials of poetry by identifying the 
effects of rhythm and rhyme, interpreting figurative 
language, interpreting symbols and images, making 
inferences and interpreting theme. 

         

RD 3.24 Recognize the essential component of drama by 
identifying plot, character, motivation, and theme.          

RD 3.25 
Incorporate critical thinking skills while reading.  
Examples: comprehension, application, analysis and 
synthesis. 

         

RD 4 
The adult learner reads with understanding and is 
able to transition into employment and/or 
postsecondary areas.  

         

RD 4.1 
Identify and connect prior knowledge to new 
information.  Examples: knowledge of birds connected 
to conservation issues. 

         

RD 4.2 
Apply reasoning and logic to discern opinions, 
propaganda and bias within written publications.  
Examples: editorials and political advertising.     

         

RD 4.3 Interpret information concerning life skills.  Examples: 
insurance, housing, medical, and transportation.          

RD 4.4 
Evaluate information for work force and career 
exploration.  Examples: job service listings in 
electronic and printed form, scholarship information.  

         
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