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Response to Questions:  What did you learn?  What will you use?  What next?

1. Very good presentation.  It was worthwhile for me.  I found out about getting “down” to my students’ level and to not pile on too much at one time.  I liked the sample and role playing that we did.  I liked your ability to “drag” us into the conversation.

Pat McLinden, Glendive

2. Although I have had the literacy training, I have not so far been able to easily apply some of the techniques to ESL.  

The reminder exercises on drills with TPR was very helpful.  I plan to incorporate this with a particular student and will also do more with language experience.  I feel I’ve gained confidence in initiating and planning a lesson without having to know and study lots of materials and books.

A session on multicultural issues and levels would be helpful.  Also, working with computer software and how to incorporate that.

Thank you.  I very much appreciated the sharing of stories and experiences.

Katherine Howe, Livingston

3. This workshop was excellent!  All the information, materials and lab experience is relevant.

I learned about the language experience approach, a very good activity for student and teacher.

Lesson plan activity sheet is going to be included now in every student file.

Overall, the training, the cultural discussions, interactions, and participation of this group were great.

I am interested in recruitment and retention for a future workshop.  Also, I would like to get a newsletter from you—to get new ideas and to learn about new materials.

Betty Nitzinger, Livingston

4. The sessions were a helpful way for me to reflect on past ESL teaching experiences, though I am not working with any ESL students at this time.  However, should some new students come into our program; I feel I have a “jump start” on how to begin with a variety of student levels.

The notes I took provide structure for initiating dialogue situations and for responding to student-initiated dialogue situations.  I have found in the past that conversations “wander” and now I have ideas for “framing” the dialogue experience.

I can’t make suggestions for future workshops, as I am not actively working with ESL students.

Thank you for your skill in pursuing openings we created, your “easy-to-listen-to” voice (many workshop leaders” turn me off” with strident voices), and your warm and thoughtful sharing of insight and experience.

Shirley Bertin, Forsyth

5. The areas that I will utilize the most often are the dialog approach with my lower level learners primarily, but also with higher proficiency students.  In fact, I plan to utilize the dialog specific to my group in my class tonight.

Additionally, the Language Experience Approach offers some very valuable ideas.  I’ve used this approach in the past, but I feel that after the practice, my teaching approach will improve.

I have experienced TPR in the past but it was good to do it again.  I confess I have not used it very often.

Probably the only area that I found less interesting involved the video sequences, but they did provide some good insights.

In all, it was highly informative and will benefit me greatly in my teaching approach.

Peter Petzold, Bozeman

