MAACE Membership Business Meeting Minutes

April 30, 2004

MPAEA Bozeman Best Western Grantree Inn
I. The meeting was called to order by President Norene Peterson at 7:30 a.m. with 30 members present.
II. Minutes of 2002 Business Meeting

1. The minutes from the last membership meeting, Oct. 18, 2002, in Great Falls were approved. 
III. Welcome New Members: New members present were presented with a small gift. There are currently 124 members in MAACE as of April 20, 2004. Gloria Gregg was recognized for all her work on the MPAEA conference. Nancy Kessler and Terry Kelley were recognized for volunteering to run for the MPAEA board. Nancy was selected.
IV. Treasurer’s Report

1. Margie Sylvester presented the treasurer’s report. Cathy Smyers motioned to approve the minutes and Yvonne Hauwiller seconded the motion. The new finance committee has been working to simplify the MAACE accounting. Association and state funds have been separated into two Quicken accounts, and they are working on tracking them both on a fiscal year calendar. Motion to approve the report passed. 
V. Recognition of Outgoing Board Members: Jerry Guay, the outgoing board member was recognized though not present. Kristin will forward the pen set presented by the president.
VI. Committee Reports

1. MPAEA Update: 189 people registered for MPAEA. Mike Joyce recognized the work of everyone in the MAACE leadership who helped make the conference happen. Gloria Gregg thanked everyone who helped. 
2. Awards: Kathy Jackson, committee chair reported that they had a great response to the simplified rubrics. There will not be awards at the fall 2004 conference because awards were done at MPAEA. She encouraged everyone, when making a nomination, to send as many letters as possible and to include specific examples of what makes the nominee deserving of the award. She also reminded programs of award winners to publicize the award in their community. Public Relations Committee Chair Cathy Smyers and Kristin will work on a press release to go out from OPI on all of the award recipients.  
3. Bylaws and Resolutions: Becky Bird presented proposed changes to the bylaws including changes to the association districts; two board members to be elected from east, west and at-large; president elect vacancies to be filled from the board; and addition of a standing finance committee.  Mike Joyce motioned to accept the changes. Dixie Stark seconded the motion. Discussion followed: Becky pointed out that an effort was made to make the membership more responsible for elections and not just have the board appointing their successors. The motion passed. 
4. Finance: Donna Bakke reported that she and Margie Sylvester had set up the association and professional development funds on Quicken and are working on clarifying reporting to the membership.

5. Legislative: Donna Bakke, committee chair, reminded everyone that elections are approaching!  The education funding lawsuit is going to have an impact on legislation. She told everyone to remind their elected officials that ABE is a line item. MAACE will continue to send postcards to programs so they can publicize the good work they do. 
6. Nominations and Elections: Donna Bakke, committee chair, said two new board member nominations are needed over the summer. She said this is a great opportunity to have input in professional development and see how things happen.
7. Professional Development: Norene reported for Yvonne Hauwiller. Only one minigrant was funded for this year (Billings). The board is going to spend an additional day at their June meeting to discuss the future of professional development based on feedback from the survey to the membership this winter.  
8. Public Relations: Cathy Smyers, committee chair, reported on the successful campaign to increase membership.
9. Scholarships: Margie Sylvester, committee chair, reported that 48 scholarships were awarded with seven of those 48 going to events other than MPAEA.
VII. Old Business

1. Professional Development Survey:  Donna Bakke reported on the results of this winter’s membership survey on professional development. The board will be discussing that information more in June. Everyone is invited to give additional input to Donna or any board member.
2. Montana LINCS: Norene submitted a handout about LINCS. She reported that Montana’s site is very successful. 
VIII. New Business

1. Executive Secretary Position: Two applications have been received for the secretary position. The committee will be interviewing in May with plans to have the position filled by June.
2. Emeritus Members: Sue Webster and Yvonne Hauwiller were recognized as emeritus members.
3. National Adult Education Honor Society: Donna Bakke reported that the western Montana programs established a NAEHS chapter. Mary Opitz is first NAEHS recipient and was recognized at MPAEA. Donna said there is a $50 fee but it was easy to set up the chapter. 
4. MAACE Fall Conference 2004: The conference will be at the Red Lion in Butte on October 20-22. 
5. Minigrant 2004: Billings will hold a workshop on June 7, “Implementing Teacher as Researcher.” There will not be a summer institute this year. A limited number of stipends will be available to offset expenses to attend. 
6. Summer Board Meeting: The board will be discussing professional development at their meeting June 14-15. Contact your board representative with any additional information for that meeting.  
IX.
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 a.m.
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