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   Glossary


CASAS

Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment System. A standardized assessment system used for placement and progress assessment in a life skills or employment context. For more information visit the website: http://www.casas.org.

Cloze

A fill-in-the-blank exercise where the text being studied has every fifth word deleted (or every sixth word, or every seventh, as teacher chooses). Learners then fill in the missing words.

COG

Course Outcome Guide. An overview of a particular course; includes the intended outcomes and corresponding assessment tasks, process skills, concepts, themes, and issues.

Corners

A cooperative learning structure where each learner moves to a corner of the room representing a teacher-determined alternative. Learners discuss within corners, then listen to and paraphrase ideas from other corners.

EFF 

Equipped for the Future. A standards-based reform process conducted by the National Institute for Literacy (NIFL) to prepare adults for the future. For more information: http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/collections/eff.

Inside-Outside Circle

A cooperative learning structure where learners stand in pairs in two concentric circles. The inside circle faces out; the outside circle faces in. Learners use flash cards or respond to teacher questions as they rotate to each new partner.

Jigsaw

A cooperative learning structure. The class is divided into small “expert” groups, where they study and discuss a portion of the lesson (reading, question, etc.) The learners number off, and all the #1s form a new “home” group, #2s another new “home” group, etc. The “home” groups now have a representative “expert” on each part of the lesson, and each learner presents a summary of their portion to the “home” group.

LEA 

Language Experience Approach. Learners discuss a picture, event or activity, then dictate a “story” based on their discussion to the instructor. The story is recorded as given by the learners with correct spelling and punctuation. This then becomes the reading text.

Line Drill

A cooperative learning structure (similar to Inside-Outside Circle, above). Learners line up in two lines facing each other. At a prompt, those in Line A ask their partner in Line B a teacher-determined question from the lesson. Those in Line B answer. At the next prompt, those in one line move down one learner, while one on the end moves around to the other end of the line, so everyone has new partners. They ask and answer the same question again. When everyone has asked each partner, the lines switch and those who asked before now answer.

LVA-GH

Literacy Volunteers of America - Greater Hartford. For more information, see website: http://www.crec.org/atdn/teacher_resources/lvalifeapp.shtml
Match Mine

A cooperative learning structure where learners attempt to match the arrangement of objects on a grid of another learner using oral communication only.

Numbered Heads Together
 
A cooperative learning structure consisting of these steps: (1) divide class into groups of four. (2) Learners number off in each group so that each person has a different number 1-4. (3) The teacher asks a question and learners in each group “put their heads together” and agree on an answer. (4) The teacher calls a number between 1 and 4, and only learners with that number in each group can raise their hands to answer.

Pairs Check

A cooperative learning structure where learners work in pairs within groups of four. Within pairs learners alternate solving a problem while the other coaches. After every two problems the pair checks to see if they have the same answers as the other pair.

POG 

Program Outcome Guide. An overview of intended outcomes, assessment tasks, process skills, concepts, themes, and issues for a program. The Course Outcome Guide develops from this.

Round robin

A cooperative learning structure where each learner in turn shares something with his or her teammates.

SCANS 

Secretary’s Commission of Achieving Necessary Skills. This commission identified competencies and skills necessary to workplace performance.

SPL 

Student Performance Level. The level of performance in English as determined by certain tests (BEST, CASAS) in the areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

Think-Pair-Share

A cooperative learning structure where learners 1) think to themselves on a topic provided by the teacher; 2) pair up with another learner to discuss it; and 3) then share their thoughts with the class.

Three-Step Interview

A cooperative learning structure where learners interview each other in pairs, first one way, then the other. Then learners share with the group information they learned in the interview.

TPR 

Total Physical Response. An approach in which learners respond to oral commands and complete an action. 
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