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* NOTE: A few of the handouts are provided in both English and Spanish. This reflects the needs of our particular programs and will, of course, not be appropriate for all programs.

OVERVIEW OF OREGON EVEN START OUTCOME OBJECTIVES

(Taken from the 1999 Even Start Outcome Evaluation)

In 1988 the United State Congress passed Public Law 100-297 to authorize the Even Start Family Literacy Program to promote family literacy by improving educational opportunities for parents and their children. The program provides adult education training, helps children to reach their full potential as learners through positive early childhood education experiences, and assists parents to become partners in their children’s education. 

Since February 1995 the Oregon Department of Education and the Office of Community Colleges and Workforce Development has contracted with Leslie Richards of the Department of Human Development and Family Sciences at Oregon State University to conduct an evaluation of Oregon’s Even Start programs.

MEASURES

There are six pages of survey measures that parents are invited to fill out upon entrance and exit from the Even Start program annually.  

1. Knowledge of Normal Child Development “About Children” was a 20-item measure constructed in 1995/96 to test basic child development knowledge. Four items were deleted in 1995/96 because they correlated poorly with the rest of the items.

2. Parenting Confidence and Support “The Parenting Ladder” is a measure constructed by the OSU Family Policy Program for evaluation in the Oregon Healthy Start program. It was modified in 1996/97 to include two items measuring stress. 

3. Depression “Feelings About How things Are Going”, the Center for Epidemiology Studies Depression Scale (CES-D), is designed to measure depressive symptomatology in the general population.

4. Self-Esteem “Feelings About Yourself” is a self-esteem instrument developed by Rosenberg (1965).

5. Measuring Life Skills “Life Skills Assessment” was developed in 1994/95 in response to Even Start staff feedback about multiple steps toward literacy and self-sufficiency.

6. Measuring Knowledge of Community Resources “Knowledge of Community Resources” was developed in the same manner and same time as the Life Skills Assessment. They became two different measures in 1996/97.

7.
Tracking Individual and Family Goals – Here is an example of documentation for the state evaluation.

ID #
Parent Last Name
Parent First Name
Annual Individual Goal
Small Steps toward Individual Goal
Annual Family Goal
Small Steps toward Family Goal

0201
De Tal
Fulano

7/1/01 -

7/15/01 -





10/6/01 -

11/1/01 -

These measures and the goal grid are a portion of the Oregon State Even Start Evaluation. For more information about these measures or the complete evaluation of Even Start in Oregon, contact Leslie N. Richards, Ph.D., Even Start Evaluation Project, Department of Human Development and Family Sciences, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon 97331. (541) 737-1071. 

Problem Posing in the ESL Classroom
The problem-posing approach stems from the work of Brazilian Paulo Freire, who developed a method of teaching literacy while also facilitating learners’ understanding of social and political contexts around them. This method has been adapted for use in the U.S. in teaching ESL and lends itself well to topics involving cultural issues. The instructor can use the problem-posing approach as a tool to allow learners to compare and contrast cultural elements and the challenges that these differences create in their lives.

The method begins with a discussion of a “code” which is used to develop language ability and guide learners in critical analysis of a topic. The “code” may be a picture, song, poem, or written passage – anything that embodies aspects of the learners’ lives and allows the instructor to draw out the learner’s’ thought and feelings about something relevant to them. Ideally, the “code” should also represent a problem that learners face, although they may not always interpret the code as embodying a problem in the way the instructor thinks they will.

Here is a step-by-step guide to the problem-posing approach:

STEP I:
Identify the Elements
Ask questions that elicit a description of what learners see in the “code.” These will most likely be who/where/what types of questions. Vocabulary development may occur here. Make sure that learners understand what the “code” depicts.

STEP II:
Identify the Context
Expand the discussion to include the implication of what the learners have described. What can we deduce about what the people in this “code” are doing? This may include “why” questions of inference.
STEP III:
Relate the ‘Code’ to Personal Experience
Ask the learners if the “code” is similar to their lives in any way. In what way is this event or place meaningful to them? At this point, the elements that are in conflict or present problems may be emerging. Elicit the learners’ feelings about this issue.


STEP IV:
Identify the Problem – if one has emerged (if not, go to step 5)
Ask the learners to define the problem as they see it. It is important to allow the learners to articulate what they see going on so that they have a personal stake in the problem.

STEP V:
Identify Cultural Differences
Whether a concrete problem has emerged or not, a discussion of cultural differences will allow learners to reflect on their lives in a meaningful way. In what ways has culture played a role in this situation? In what ways does culture contribute to the existence of a problem?

STEP VI:
Propose Solutions
The instructor can facilitate a brainstorming discussion of possible solutions and ways that learners have personally tried to deal with problems such as this. Get out a lot of possible ideas, which you can then analyze and refine. Ask learners to evaluate the pros and cons of each solution and to arrive at their choices of the best ways to deal with this problem. What should the players in the “code” do? What could learners do in the same situation?

Websites for Family Literacy 

http://www.cga.state.ct.us/coc/booklets.htm
(Connecticut Commission on Children booklets in their Parent Leadership Training program on school readiness, health and safety, child care, etc.)

http://www.childmagazine.com

http://www.childtrends.org

http://www.crec.org/atdn/teacher_resources/lvalifeapp.shtml

 (Literacy Volunteers of Greater Hartford LVA-GH Literacy for Life Application Curriculum Sourcebook Lessons)
http://www.educationplanet.com

http://www.evenstart.org

http://www.famlit.org

 (National Center for Family Literacy)

http:///www.healthfinder.gov (good health website, and includes items in Spanish)
http://www.homeworkplanet.com

http://www.immigrationforum.org
http://www.kinderstart.com

http://www.literacyvolunteers.org 

http://www.nhsa.org

(Head Start)

http://www.otan.dni.us/webfarm/emailproject

http://www.parenthoodweb.com

http://www.parenting.com

http://www.parents.com

http://www.sesamestreet.com

http://www.thecenterweb.org

Websites for E.S.L. 

http://www.aitech.ac.ip/~iteslj/quizzes/

(Self-study grammar and vocabulary quizzes for ESL Students at varying levels.)

http://www.cal.org/ncle

(National Center for ESL Literacy Education)

http://www.esl.about.com

(Links to many great sites for ESL tutors/teachers and students. Also, lesson plans for tutors/teachers working with all levels.)

http://www.eslcafe.com

(Dave’s ESL Café. Many interactive elements for both tutors/teachers and students. You can practice reading, writing, grammar and listening through games, quizzes and a chat room. Also, discussion lists, job information and more.)

http://www.esl-lab.com

(Randall’s ESL Cyber Listening Lab. Lessons focus on listening skills. Dialogues and exercises/quizzes at varying levels of difficulty.

http://eleaston.com

Websites for E.S.L. (cont.) 
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/ncsall

(National Center for Study of Adult Learning and Literacy)

http://www.handsonenglish.com

(Lesson ideas)

http://literacynet.org.cnnsf

(CNN San Francisco Learning Resources. High-interest current news stories are presented in easy-to-read text, audio and video. Lessons include exercises for each story. Appropriate for both ESL and ABE.)
http://www.literacynet.org/nwrlrc

(Northwest Regional Literacy Resource Center)

http://www.yourdictionary.com

http://www.nifl.gov

(National Institute for Literacy)

http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/collections/eff

(Equipped for the Future)

http://www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC_digests/index

http://www.rong-chang.com

(Rong-Chang Li. Links to high-quality and free ESL learning materials. Includes “proverb of the day” and an “ESL Teacher’s Corner.”)

http://www.school.discovery.com

(Geared for K-12. Organized by subjects. Includes teaching tools to make quizzes and puzzles.)

Websites for Adult Literacy 

http://www.aalrc.org/cl/welcome.html

(Basic computer literacy for adults. Lots of straightforward and useful content but includes lots of text, so students should be proficient readers.)

http://www.abeonline.net/solving/index.htm

(Guide to Problem Solving. Lessons require students to apply problem-solving principles to real life situations and incorporate math skills. Useful as prep for the GED. At least a 5.0 reading level needed.)

http://www.ala.org/roads/

(Learning Disabilities. Basic information including definitions and strategies to deal with LDs. Also, resources and opportunities for networking.)

http://207.28.234.137/archie.w.html

(Archie Willard’s personal struggle with Learning Disabilities and encouragement and resources for others.)

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/index.html

(Citizenship and civics. Lessons designed for K-12 but useful for adult ESL students. Lessons graduating in difficulty and labeled by grade level.)

http://www.holidays.net

(Background information on common U.S. holidays. These short readings could be used for higher-level readers.)

http://www.lacnyc.org

(New York City Literacy Assistance Center.) Techniques, strategies and innovative lesson plans for tutors working with adult literacy students.)

http://literacy.kent.edu/

(Ohio Literacy Resource Center. Site for literacy practitioners with information specific to Ohio but also general resources and links to many other literacy sites nationally.)

Websites for Adult Literacy (cont.) 
http://literacynet.org.cnnsf

(CNN San Francisco Learning Resources. High-interest current news stories are presented in easy-to-read text, audio and video. Lessons include exercises for each story. Appropriate for both ESL and ABE.)

http://literacynet.org/diversity/homenew.html

(Background and theory on Howard Gardner’s concept of Multiple Intelligences. Applications for ESL, ABE and GED tutors.)

http://www.steck-vaughn.com/c/@EfbURdog4fTNI/Pages/gedpractice.html

(Steck-Vaughn’s online GED practice test geared toward adult learners. Students can check their answers.)

Bibliography

Resources relating to Lesson 2: Parent-teacher conference, p. L2 – 12

Choices: Families and Schools, Yeldin, J., Contemporary Books, 1991.

ESL: Essential School Language, Pennsylvania State Dept. of Education. This is a 353 grant and is available for checkout from the Northwest Regional Literacy Resource Center in Seattle, WA. http://www.literacynet.org/nwrlrc
Resources relating to Lesson 5: Child Car Seat Safety

Oregon Department of Transportation 1-800-922-2022

Resource relating to Lesson 7: Transportation

Tri-Met’s Trip Planning and Maps at http://www.tri-met.org/moremaps.htm
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