A1.  Correctly Identify Components of a Computer


To learn the vocabulary and identify computer components.

Lesson Duration:

30 minutes (may be repeated on several days as needed) 
Pre-Instruction:

Instructor should be familiar with vocabulary and computer components.

Identify the computer station that will be used for the demonstration.

Make signs with names of components and place them on the demonstration computer.

Make copies of handouts and worksheets.

Materials Needed:

Computer 

Signs with component names

Handout – Identify the Parts of the Computer

Worksheet #1- Identify the Parts of the computer (matching) and Worksheet #2 – Identify the Parts of the Computer (picture identification)

Certificates for technology level completion (if applicable)

Learning Objective:

Learner will be able to correctly identify the following:


the mouse


mouse pad


monitor


keyboard


keys


computer tower


floppy drive


CD-Rom drive


printer


speakers


surge protector

Presentation/Procedure:

· Welcome learners to the Technology A computer class.  Explain that the curriculum and classes are divided into four levels.  Briefly explain the competencies in each level.  Give special emphasis to the competencies where they will create products and be using the Internet.
· Explain that after completing each class (level) they will take an assessment.  (If your program issues certificates for level completion, show each of the certificates).

· Explain that almost any job today requires using a computer.  Ask for examples of jobs requiring computer knowledge and how computers are used in that occupation.

· Ask the learners if they have used a computer before.  Ask them why they used a computer?

· Ask the learners what parts of the computer they can identify.

· Introduce the different computer components and explain the purpose and function of each component. 
· Ask the class knowledge and comprehension level questions about the components. (e.g., Why is a mouse pad used?  What is the purpose of the surge protector?  What is located in the computer tower?)

Practice:

· Give learners handout with computer component names and pictures.

· Have learners work in groups of two to quiz each other on the computer components.

· Give learners exercise with pictures of components.  

· Have learners write names of components under the pictures.

· Give learners exercise on matching computer components.  The exercise can be used as an individual or group/paired exercise.  

· Discuss exercise answers with the group.  

Evaluation: 

· Ask each learner (individually) to name the component as you point to it.

· Learner should correctly identify each component.

Closure:

Review the computer components and discuss observations made during the evaluation. 
Vocabulary:

(See Glossary for definitions)

Mouse, mouse pad, monitor, keyboard, keys, computer tower, printer, speakers, surge protector, floppy drive, CD-Rom drive

Resources:

http://wvabe.org/on-button/pdf%20files/Student%20Handbook.pdf  (West Virginia Adult Basic Education)

www.multcolib.org/seniors/tutorials/basics/index.html
Instructor Comments:

· Learners who have never used a computer will be apprehensive during this first lesson.  On the paired exercise, team a learner new to the computer with a learner who has some familiarity with the components.  

· The instructor will probably do most of the talking during the first session.  In follow-up sessions, the instructor can always begin with having the learners tell what they can remember from the last lesson.

· Not all people use the term computer tower to describe where the CPU, floppy drive, and CD-ROM drive are located.  It does not always have to be vertical.  Some people refer to it as the case or the CPU case.

Instructor Reflections: 
Move around the room identifying components of different individual computers.  Don’t just stand by one computer.
