Test Taking Tips

Types of reviews:

Daily reviews. Daily reviews should include the short pre-class and post-class reviews of lecture notes and book notes. Before you begin a reading assignment, scan your class notes to understand new readings in terms of previous lectures. Include “10 minute review of Biology” on “to Do” list and check it off when complete.

Weekly Reviews. Spend about an hour per subject reviewing your weekly lessons. These review sessions should cover class notes and readings. Make flash cards for difficult concepts during weekly sessions.

Major Reviews. Major reviews are usually conducted the before finals or exams. These reviews cab last 2 – 5 hours punctuated by breaks depending on the amount of subject matter.

Review Tools:

Check Lists. Make a list for each subject. Include reading assignments by chapters and page numbers. List dates of lectures notes. Write down problems to be solved. Include major ideas definitions. Check off the list as you complete and learn the information.

Flash cards. Use 3 X 5 cards like portable test questions. You can take them with you anywhere and in a minute review an important topic. On one side write a question and on the back, answer it. Use flash cards for formulas, definitions, theories, key words from notes, dates, sample problems, etc.

Old Exams. Copies of previous exams may be available from the instructor or other students. Old tests can help you review strategies. Do not rely only on old tests because material could have been added to your text and chances are, if a teachers allows students to keep tests, each test will differ greatly.

Test Questions

Multiply Choice Questions. Check the directions to see if the questions call for more than one answer. Answer each question in your head before you look for the correct answer in the choices. Mark questions you can’t answer immediately then come back to those questions at the end of the test if you have time.

True/False Questions. Answer true/false questions quickly. Often these questions are not worth many points individually. Don’t invest a lot of time on a one point question out of a 100 point test. Read the question carefully, sometimes one word can  make a statement inaccurate. If any part of the true/false statement is false, the statement is false. Look for qualifiers such as, always or never.

Short Answer/Fill in the Blank Questions. These questions often ask for definitions and short descriptions. Concentrate on key words and facts but be brief.

Essay Questions. Read the question twice and identify what it is specifically asking. Before you write an answer, make a quick outline and jot down key words on the topic to ensure that you don’t leave out key facts when you begin to write(data dump). Get to the point fast. Don’t include lengthy introductions and filler sentences that say little. You can begin with the question being asked to get to the answer as quickly as possible. Write legibly and use a pen to ensure the instructor can read what has been written.

Tests

Open-Book Tests. When studying for tests, write down formulas on a separate sheet of paper. Place post-it notes on important pages, diagrams, etc. so you won’t spend time flipping for answers. Prepare thoroughly for open-book tests they always the most difficult exams. That is why they are open book!

Machine-graded Tests. Make sure you fully color all ovals and that your answer corresponds with the question you are answering. Watch for stray marks. 

