College Terms:

Every student should know and understand the terms listed below.

Academic Probation - Students are placed on academic probation when they are in danger of being dismissed from school because of low grades. (Many colleges put students on probation if their GPA is below a 2.0)

Accreditation – If a school is accredited, this means that the school has met the accrediting organization’s competency requirements.

Articulation Agreement – This is an agreement between a community college and a four-year college regarding transferring of credits.

Associate’s Degree – Students who complete a two-year program receive an associate’s degree.

Bachelor’s Degree – Students who complete a four-year program receive a bachelor’s degree.

Bursar – The bursar’s office collects money for tuition, fees, etc.

Certificate of Completion – A certificate, or diploma, is awarded to students who have completed a program of one year or less.

Course Numbering – Courses in the 100 series are generally for first year students, course in the 200 series are for second year students, ect. English 101, for example, is a freshman course. Courses with numbers below 100 are developmental courses; developmental course credits generally cannot be used to fulfill graduation requirements.

Credit Hour – As a general rule, the number of credit hours assigned to a course also indicates the number of ours the class meets per week. A three-hour course, for example, usually meets for three hours a week. The class could meet 1:00 – 2:00 MWF, 8:00 – (9:30 TTH, etc. Lab classes are the exception; they usually meet for longer periods.

Drop / Add – Students who want to drop or add a course must complete the required form(s) before the drop/add deadline(s).

Elective – College students must take a certain number of required courses. They also have courses that they are able to choose, or ‘elect’, to take; these bourses are called electives.

Full-Time Student – A student must generally be enrolled in 12 credit hours to be considered a full-time student. (Students usually take 15 – 18 hours each term.)

Major – A major is the academic area that a student has chosen to study in-depth.

Prerequisite – When students must take one course before they are allowed to take another, the first course is considered a prerequisite. For example, Math 101 might be a prerequisite for Math 102.

Quarter / Semester – These terms refer to the way in which colleges divide up their academic year. A college that is on quarters will have four academic terms (fall, winter, spring and summer). Colleges on semesters divide their school year in two equal periods. (They usually also have a summer term.)

Registration – Before the beginning of each term, students must sign up (register) for classes, and they must pay fees.

Room and Board – Room and Board refers to the amount that students who live on campus must pay for housing (room) and meals (board).

Transcript – A transcript is a copy of a student’s cumulative academic record. It lists all courses taken and all grades and credits earned.

Transfer of Credits – Students who attend an accredited college usually find that their credits will transfer to another college. It is, however, up to the college the student is transferring to decide whether or not they will accept credits from another college. While academic credits generally transfer, credits in career-oriented programs usually do not.

Tuition – Tuition is the amount students must pay for academic instruction.

