Lesson Plan

GED/Adult High School


	LESSON TITLE:  Editorial Cartoons – Elissa Gordon, BMCC/EOCI    March 8, 2002

	CURRICULUM AREA:

[could apply to all] 

Mathematics    

Social Science  

Language Arts   

Science        

Workplace/Life Skills
	SUBJECTS:

[myriad]

Writing

Reading

Literature

Communications

Applied Math

Algebra

Geometry

General Science

Life Science

Earth/Space Science

Physical Science


	US History

Global Studies

Government  & Civics

Economics

Workplace Skills

Art

Second Language

Technology

Health

Physical Education

Personal Finance 

Other: Journalism
	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:

  [all]

Knowledge

Comprehension

Application

Analysis

Synthesis

Evaluation



	LESSON DESCRIPTION:

Students will examine editorial cartoons in the context of applying critical reading skills.
	Real life connection:

Understanding visual media.

Broadening awareness and understanding of current events and public opinion (American and international).

	MATERIALS NEEDED: 

(realia, texts, handouts, media, supplies)

Overheads of 3-5 editorial cartoons

Handouts (worksheet)

Blank paper, if needed

Newspapers and/or magazines
	TIME INVOLVED:

In class:  1 – 1 1/2 hours

Could extend, depending on scope

	LESSON SCOPE AND SEQUENCE: 

(Goals/objectives;  Learner outcomes;  Warm-up to activate background knowledge;  New skills/information instruction; Practice/application;  Check for understanding;  Independent practice/opportunities for transfer of skills/knowledge;  Review/wrap-up; Learner feedback)

Goals:  Apply critical reading skills to visual media; assess ways in which editorial cartoons offer insight into current events; broaden understanding of perspectives.

Outcomes:  Distinguish aspects of critical reading as applied to visual media; recognize irony.

Warm-up:  Discuss humor/comics.  Lead into editorial cartoons.  Use overheads of comics such as Zits that combine humor and irony.  Perhaps progress to Doonesbury. 

New skills/info:  Define terms (see attached).

Practical application:  Class discussion of several editorial cartoons (use overheads), using critical reading checklist (attached).  Check for understanding throughout discussion.

Independent practice (in-class):  Using checklist, students write analysis of a new cartoon (leave on overhead).

Review:  Discuss student answers as a class.

Wrap-up:  Elicit learner feedback.

Assign (in or outside of class):  Create a cartoon concerning a current event (can be in any subject area).  Write a topic sentence for an editorial that might accompany your cartoon.  Present to the class.

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:

Learner will lead discussion and then assess the success of his/her project in a brief written evaluation of class response.
	COMMENTS:

(web sites, accommodations, learning theory, etc.)

nytimes.com    Click on cartoons.

	EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

HSD Social Studies objective:  Create a scrapbook of editorial cartoons about a specific event that either relay learner’s feelings or present opposing viewpoints about the event.  Write an analysis.  Present to class.
	


Editorial Cartoons

Discussion guidelines

Define:

Editorial – What does it mean?  What in the newspaper is considered to be editorial?  What are the characteristics of editorial pieces?  Where else besides newspapers can you find editorial pieces?

Cartoon – Do cartoons found in the “comics” section of the newspaper offer editorial perspectives on current events?  What examples can you give to support or refute this?  What comic strips seem to be more editorial cartoons than comics?

Humor – Are editorial cartoons funny?  Why or why not?  How is the humor in editorial cartoons different than the humor in comic strips?

Irony – using words to convey the opposite of their literal meaning (deliberate contrast between apparent and intended meaning); incongruity between what might be expected and what actually occurs.

Sarcasm – sharply mocking or contemptuously ironic remark intended to wound another.

Propaganda – systematic propagation of a doctrine or opinion.

Purpose – Does an editorial cartoon inform, entertain, or persuade?  Can it do all these and still have one purpose?

EVENT:  To what specific current event is this cartoon referring?

MESSAGE:  What is the main idea of the cartoon?  What does the cartoonist want us to understand?  What is he/she implying?  What can we infer based on the cartoonist’s clues, our own experience, and logic?  What is the cartoonist’s bias?

FACTS:  What are the cartoonist’s clues?

  – What are the facts of the cartoon?

– What are the visual details in the cartoon?

OPINIONS:  What opinions are represented in this cartoon?  (optional:  Do you agree or disagree with this message, and why?)

IMPACT:  How does this cartoon make you feel, and why?

QUESTIONS:  Is there anything in this cartoon that you do not understand, and if so, what?

[If there is an accompanying article]  What can we expect to read in the article, based on the cartoon?

Name_______________________________________


Date______________

Editorial Cartoons

1. What is the EVENT to which this cartoon is referring?

2. What are the FACTS of the cartoon?

3. What OPINIONS are represented in this cartoon?

4. What are the supporting (visual) DETAILS in the cartoon?

5. MESSAGE:  What is the main idea of the cartoon?  Write a topic sentence for the cartoon.

6. IMPACT:  How does this cartoon make you feel, and why?

7. Based on the cartoon, what might you expect to read in an accompanying article?

8. Is there anything in this cartoon that you do not understand, and if so, what don’t you understand?
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