ESSAY FORMAT 

Introduction with three ideas

First paragraph with topic sentences followed by reasons and personal examples to support view

Second paragraph with topic sentence followed by reasons and personal examples to support view

Third paragraph with topic sentence followed by reasons and personal examples to support view

Conclusion of three ideas

Write a 250 word essay explaining why you feel this way. Provide reasons and examples to support your opinion in each paragraph. 

· Decide whether you agree or disagree with one of the following statements.

· Proof read your work when you are finished writing.
· Did you state your opinion in the first paragraph and briefly give your reasons?

· Did you support your position in each of the next paragraphs?

· Does your last paragraph tie the essay together by briefly reviewing what you have said?

· Have you checked your punctuation, capitalization, and spelling?

· Have you looked for run on or incomplete sentences?
Native American Essay Topics to Choose from
1. Some people feel that tribally controlled schools are more responsive to Indian students’ needs, while others feel that the “melting-pot” theory of public schools is more beneficial in the long run.  Select a side in this discussion and support it with 250 words. 

2. Some people favor legalizing gambling on the reservation to increase tribal revenue and create employment opportunities.  Others oppose it.  Their saying that gambling encourages an expensive life style, alcohol and drug use.  Select a side in this discussion and support it with 250 words.  

3. The “American Dream” for many is home ownership.  With the problems of “trust land” on reservations, do you think this is a realistic goal for tribal members.  What do you see as a solution(s) for the heir ship/trust land problems?  

4. Undoubtedly, American history books have been unfair to many minorities, including Native Americans.  What do you see as the major oversights to the Native people?  (What do you see as the major oversights to other minorities?)  Write a essay of 250 words.  

5. As jobs in the fishing industry decline, other job opportunities will need to be developed on the Reservations.  What do you see as viable options for careers?  Answer in 250 words.

6. City life is often criticized as being dangerous, culturally empty and expensive, while reservation life is described by some as dull, poverty-stricken, and narrow. Do you agree with these views? 

7. Native American men are often stereotyped in literature as warriors with a built in sixth sense, while Native American women are seen to be submissive, and exotic.  How do you feel about this type of stereotyping?  What do you feel are the effects on the present day Native American Youth?   Write essay of 250 words.

8. Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) and Fetal Alcohol Effects (FAE) are having devastating effects on many reservations.  To what degree do you feel it is a problem on your reservation?  Support your opinion with reasons and examples. Write essay of 250 words.

9. Describe in about 250 words, how a gill netter catches salmon from the time the net is let out until the boat is heading back to port.  

10.  If you give a man a fish you feed him for a day.  If you teach him how to fish you feed him for a life time.  Write in about 250 words, “How might this thought apply to the perfect Christmas gift.”?

11.  Some tribal languages around the Puget Sound have more than one word for rain.  In about 250 words, write an essay describing why this might be a better way to describe the weather in Western Washington.

12.  Every town has something about it that is unique.  These things are what give it its personality and would allow you to recognize it if you say it in a movie.  In about 250 words, what the “things” of your reservation or your town. 

13. When you live in an area you become accustomed to the climate and weather.  Such things as a shift in wind direction or sudden temperature change would cause you to say: “Oh it’s going to rain!” Or “Its going to get cold!”  In the your (Substitute) area what would clear skies and a north wind mean in January?  In about 250 words describe what might occur.

14.  In the hills above many areas in Washington there are vast areas of clear cuts where hundreds of acres have had all vegetation removed.  In about 250 words, explain what is happening there to someone who is blind?

15.  Fishermen often find various trends that predict where and when fish can be caught such as: “At noon we can always catch red snapper and halibut during slack tide at Tatoosh”! (Neah Bay) Write an essay of 250 words describing trends that you have observed or heard about in fishing in your tribe or area.  

16.  In recent years native people have been developing disease such as cancer and heart disease.  Some elders suggest that this is brought about by the domestication of animals which are fed diets which are nutritionally deficient in food that wild animals have not.

17. Describe a person or elder you respect, list 3 reasons how elder influenced your life.

18.  Talk about one thing you are proud of, family, job, education.

19.  What is a Native American concern that you have?

20.  What are the advantages of Native American Colleges?

21.  Motion pictures have too much violence in them these days. What do you think about television violence. 

22.  Are Native Americans stereotyped by movies, t.v. and sports teams?

23.  Share what sport you have played and how or why you were involved.

24.  What job you would like to have and why.

25.  Talk about a fishing experience.

26.  What are some solutions for alcohol and drug issues for Native Americans?

27.  What do you think about the future of fishing or crabbing?

28.  If you could change anything on the reservation what would it be?

29.  What are your educational goals?

30.  What was positive about living on the reservation? 

31.  What was life like on the reservation?

32.  What was positive about living in the cities?  

33.  What was life like in the city?

34.  Write about a positive childhood experience.

35. What has been your experience with Welfare or Tribal Programs? What are your suggestions for improvement?

36.  What are your opinions about your Tribal Council?

37.  What is a cultural experience?

38.  What is the hardest job you have had? 

39.  Everyone should have a computer with access to the internet.  What do you think about computers and technology?

40.   What do you like to do for fun or hobbies, where you work or would like to work, what you are interested in.  

41.   How do you expect your life to be 5 years from now?  What will be different, what do you think will be the same?  What are some dreams you would like to see bear fruit between now and then?  What will it take for them to happen?

42.  Life today is better than it was when my grandmother was a teenager.

43.   It is important to vote in tribal and national elections.  

44.   Video games are not good for children, or video games are good.  

45.  It is most advantageous to be the only child in a family or it is a  disadvantage.

46.  Television is a good influence on children or it is a bad influence.  

47.  Teens were more responsible in the past.  

48.  Women should have equal rights. 

49.  It would be better to have more public transportation than we now have available to us.  

50.   All men and women should do community service for at least one year after high school.  

51.   Scientific discoveries usually improve our lives.

52.   Our government should invest money in space exploration.  

53.   Inventions save us a lot of time and energy.  

54.   Travel to other cities, states, or countries has advantages.  

55.   All men and women should serve at least one year in the military after high school.  

