Estimation

Estimation is doing math in your head.  You get an answer that is not exact.

1) Round the numbers in the question.

2) Work the problem with the rounded numbers.

Example:  Estimate 3.14 x 4.871

Round 3.14 is close to 3 and 4.871 is close to 5

Work the problem 3 x 5 = 15


3.14 x 4.871  is approximately 15.

Estimating division answers is a bit more complicated.  Instead of just rounding the numbers, use numbers that are close to the numbers in question, but that divide evenly.

Practice: Estimate each of the following.

	a)
	7.3 x 9.5


	5.03 - 0.95
	78.3 + 8.05
	14.8 ÷ 2.872
	12.8 x 1.5

	b)
	4 - 0.8


	46 ÷ 4.3
	4 + 1.05
	4.01 x 7.05
	4 x 5.1

	c)
	2.3 x 6


	11.78 - 3.14


	35.3 ÷ 3.031
	2 x 10.3
	5.8 + 6.87

	d)
	7.50 ÷ 1.364


	6.3 + 0.11


	2.1 x 31.05
	5.4 x 4.7
	83.62 - 22.24

	e)
	15.62 + 8.007


	9.3 ÷ 2.518


	2.5 x 8.23
	0.47 ÷ 0.25
	9.94 - 6.46

	f)
	6.5 x 2.4


	4.3 ÷ 2.34


	34.5 + 20.6
	8.01 - 3.4
	0.9 x 0.78


