	LESSON TITLE:  Be a medical expert! Judy Heumann, Oregon Depart of Corrections                                                                              DATE:  April 2003                                                                             

	CURRICULUM AREA:
LA/Reading

Science

Life Skills
	SUBJECTS:
Research

Critical Thinking

Communications

Life Science

Health


	Other: 
	BLOOM’S TAXONOMY:

Knowledge

Comprehension

Application

Analysis

Synthesis

Evaluation



	LESSON DESCRIPTION:

Students will choose a brochure from many choices provided. In a group, they will read through the pamphlet and discuss the information with others reading the same brochure. On a worksheet (attached), they will write down what they now know about the health issue covered in the brochure. They will indicate other questions they have about the subject and search for answers in laymen medical books. They will then present to the rest of the class what they know about the topic.
	Real life connection:

Medical offices and clinics always have displays of pamphlets describing medical conditions and solutions in simple terms. These are widely available and students can learn how to read and gain information from these sources as well as find additional information in laymen medical books.



	MATERIALS NEEDED: 

1) Medical pamphlets – easily available in offices and clinics. You will need 3-4 of each. I picked up topics such as: summer skin care tips, Alzheimer’s, diabetes, treating poison oak.

2) Laymen medical books – can get them at the library. These are general health books and cover a wide range of topics.

3) Worksheet (attached)
	TIME INVOLVED:

About 45 minutes for the research.

Five to ten minutes for each group to present.



	LESSON SCOPE AND SEQUENCE: 

Goals: Activate background knowledge and assimilate new knowledge into task. Understand enough to be able to communicate to others who have not investigated topic.

Outcomes:  Apply reading skills to understanding real-life information. Extend understanding by asking and answering additional questions about the topic.

Warm-up: Tell a story: I was at the doctor’s office, waiting for my appointment and I noticed that on the wall there was a variety of brochures about different medical issues. I looked at one that interested me and thought about how important it is to be able to get information about conditions you are interested in from sources such as these.

New skills/info: Research, investigation 

Practical application. Students will feel comfortable with investigating topics of interest to them using a variety of sources.

Independent practice: Students will think of and write their own questions. They will present what they have learned in a short oral presentation. 

Review: The presentation serves as a review of their research efforts.

Wrap-up: Presentation

  .

Assign (in or outside of class): Ask to students to look for and bring in copies of brochures available in the doctor’s office or clinics they visit.

	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:

Oral presentation at the conclusion.


	COMMENTS:

Flow of the lesson

1) Introduce topics (whatever pamphlets you were able to secure) and ask students to choose one area that interests them the most.

2) Students sit with others interested in the same topic. Pass out the worksheet and copies of the pamphlets and students proceed through the worksheet using the pamphlets and supplementary medical books.

3) Students collaborate to prepare a presentation so that all of the groups have the chance to hear what was learned about the various topics.

.

	EXTENSION ACTIVITIES: 

At the end of the activity, teacher and learner can determine if there are other areas of interest they have in the area of physical health and how students could go about learning about what interests them.
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