ABC Health Services

Unit 8
What is the difference between a fact and an opinion? 

· A fact is something that you know for sure and cannot be argued. Facts are based on truths.  

· An opinion reflects what you believe in a set of circumstances. Opinions can vary from person to person

When you are reading, you need to realize the difference between facts and opinions. If someone states a fact, you can trust the information. If someone gives you an opinion, they might be trying to sway your thoughts or sell you something. The opinions of others can alter the way that you see things and change your opinions. It is important to be able to detect when this type of situation is present. An opinion expressed in a statement might cause you to select an answer to a question that does not represent the facts.

Consider the following paragraphs:

1. Today it is very hot. I can hardly stand to be outside. I think you could cook an egg on the sidewalk.

2. It is 98 degrees today. The sun is bright and hot. Inside is 70 degrees and there is no sun. It is cooler inside.

· Which states facts and which states opinions? 

· One statement has 3 facts. Which one do you think that is?

You should have answered number 2. It states three facts.

· It is 98 degrees outside

· It is sunny and bright

· It is 70 degrees inside. 

· The conclusion is that it is cooler inside. You use the facts to draw a conclusion.

Statement number 1 is full of opinions, judgments, and exaggerations, but do you have any facts at all? 


· Today it is very hot – this is an opinion, based on no known facts.

· I can hardly stand to be outside – this is a judgment

· I think you could cook an egg on the sidewalk – this is an example of an exaggeration.

Martin is comparing thermometers deciding which brand to buy. Read the following ads and answer the questions below.



1. Which thermometer do you think is best?

2. Why?

3. Which costs the least for 15?

4. Martin needs to purchase 15 thermometers. Which ones do you think Martin should buy?

5. Why?

You might have answered differently, but here is a possible set of answers:

Answers:

1. Accutherm 50

2. It has research and a guarantee

3. Thermo-best!

4. Accutherm 50

5. No information to indicate why Thermo-best! is better
Accutherm 50	


Accutherm 50 was developed using the most recent technology available. Guaranteed accurate within .1 of one degree or your purchase price refunded.


Price:	$17.99 each or 5 for $75.00





Thermo-best!


The best thermometer on the market today, recommended by doctors everywhere! Why pay more when you can buy the best for less?


Price: $12.95 each or 10 for $125.00








