ABC Health

What kinds of solutions are there?


There are as many different kinds of solutions as there are problems. It is really important to know what your solution should look like? What kind of question is being asked? Will your answer be a word, a sentence, a plan, or a number?


There are six basic kinds of questions. They ask for different kinds of answers.


The first type of question just wants you to recall information. This type of question is based on knowledge. Either you know it or you have to look it up. Answers are facts, and they are right or wrong.

· Sample Question: Who was the first president of the United States?

· Sample Answer: George Washington.

The second kind of question is based on comprehension. You are asked to interpret something you have heard or you have read. This means that you will read a passage and give an answer based on what you read and what you already know. A variety of answers might be acceptable.

· Sample Question: Define President.

· Sample Answer: An elected official who is the head of the Executive branch of government.

The third type of question may ask you for application of what you know or have learned. You must use the information that you have been given. Generally, these will be either right or wrong. There may be some room for discussion, but the answer is fairly firm.

· Sample Question: List the first three Presidents of the United States.

· Sample Answer: Washington, Adams, and Jefferson.
You may be asked for analysis of a problem. This means that you need to break down the problem and try to understand what is going on. Answers may vary greatly, depending upon perspective and values.

· Sample Question: What were the causes of the American Revolution?
· Sample Answer: Taxation, lack of religious freedom, distance from the king.
You may be asked for synthesis or creation a solution. In this type of problem, you would break the problem into pieces and put it all back together in a different way. Basically these questions are asking you to try to improve on the existing problem. You have to be creative to do this. There may a variety of correct answers.

· Sample Question: What do you think would have happened if the Americans had not won the Revolutionary War?
· Sample Answer: I believe that we would have tried and tried again until we managed to win.
The last type of question asks for judgment or evaluation. They ask you what you think about something. They ask you to assess, decide, measure, or summarize. These can be very difficult, also, and time consuming as well. Before you can make a judgment, you must understand the situation completely. Evaluation questions can sometimes be the most important ones that lead to serious results for individuals.

· Sample Question: Were the colonists justified in the revolution?

· Sample Answer: Yes, because they were now so removed from England that they could not be expected to remain under British rule.
