
EL CIVICS LESSON PLAN: On Common Ground

	Lesson: For the Greater Good  3.1                          Learner Level:                                     Date:  

	Key Concept Questions:

1. What was the response to the new constitution?

2. Why were the first ten amendments added to the

    Constitution?

3. What recourse is there when personal rights conflict 

    with the common good?


	Vocabulary:

support      project          proposal

favor         developers    finance

convince   district          mayor landmark  campaign    

City Council                  resolution     compromise

Vocabulary: Idioms/Phrases

make me the heavy

people should stick to their own kind

use money as a wedge

missed your calling

low point of my life

change of heart

a little too cynical for me

no one in their right mind could think like that

reaching their full potential

cut and dried

present company excluded

totally mindless movie

you’ve carried on his work


	Materials

Journals for writing

Paragraph strips

work text A 

Video and player

John’s Story

	Listening:

Following oral directions

Answering oral questions

Watching the video


	
	Extension/Home

Have students draw a map of their community.

Have learners discuss cultural displays they might have seen in other places that pay tribute to people. Have students create a display for a fictional cultural center. If too difficult, have learners create only the plans for the display, rather than the display itself. 

Have students answer journal question.

After students have created a map or display use a Gallery Walk. (Everyone puts their work up on the wall) 

	Speaking:

Working in pairs to answer and discuss questions

Classroom, whole group, discussion.
	
	

	Reading:

Activity: What People Said

Sequencing paragraphs

Vocabulary
	
	

	Writing:

Completing work text pages 30-31

Journal writing

Dictation sentences
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Warm-up/review

Write key concept questions on board and discuss (these questions will be answered as students watch the video and do the activities) Have students copy questions in their journals. Revisit these questions throughout the lesson.

Unit Opener

Discuss the meaning of the title. Give students a few minutes to think about the meaning of the title. Ask them to share their ideas with the class.

Read the John’s story to class.

Ask these questions:

1. Which is more important – saving the environment for future generations or making money now? 

    (There are arguments for both)

2.  Can you think of other examples of conflict between individual good and common good?

Look at the picture on page 27.

Ask and discuss these questions.

 1. What kind of meeting do you think this is?

 2. How does the man at the podium feel?

 3. Who do you think he is talking to?

 4. What do you think he is talking about?

 5. How do you think this photograph relates to the title?

Have students silently read the sentences and question under the picture.

Ask learners if there are words they can not understand or pronounce. Write these words on the board and allow students to write them in their personal dictionaries.

 Discuss the first sentence under the picture.

     The first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution protect individual rights.

Ask these questions for discuss:

  1. What are the first ten amendments to the Constitution called?

 2.  Can you name any of them?

 3. Why are they important?

 4. How do you think a city highway project relates to individual rights?

Tell the students they will read more about these amendments in this unit.

Ask learners to discuss the question below the photograph in pairs. Have them brainstorm a list of things people can do when there is a conflict between individual rights and the common good. Ask each group to share one item on their list with the class.

Presentation - Preview the story (page 28)  

Use whole group discussion and give the class opportunity for predicting outcomes.

#1   Where are these people?   Who is talking?     What is he saying?

#2   Where are these people?   What are they talking about?    What does the letter say?

#3   Where are the man and the woman?  What are they talking  about?   What is their relationship to

       each other?

#4   Who is the woman talking to?   What is the relationship between the woman and the man?

#5   Who is bleeding?     Where is he?     Why is he bleeding?

#6   Who are the two men?     What are they talking about?
Based on their abilities, have learners read the questions on their own, think about the pictures, write their answers to the questions in their notebook, and review their individual answers after watching the episode.

Pass out the vocabulary page and pronounce each word or phrase. Ask students to listen for the words and phrases in the video.

Show video (first part) #3

Practice – Remember the story (pgs. 30-31)
Review vocabulary page ask students about each word to check for understanding.

Level One  

Before learners complete the chart, clarify the meaning of any unfamiliar vocabulary words. Ask learner to orally give synonyms for these words.

     bunch (group)     good money (a good price)     upcoming (next)

After completing the chart, have students rephrase sentences 4 and 5 using their own words to make sure they have understood the metaphors in them.

Level Two 

Have students put the sentences in correct order by manipulating them.  Ask students to reread paragraphs paying attention to the underlined words. Allow students to check their answers with a partner before bringing the class together. (Clue words: considering, shortly, convince, when, compromise)

Vocabulary

Complete the vocabulary activity.

Level Three

Have students role play using knowledge of the characters and events in the video to create a conversation that two characters might have had. 

Application – Dictation sentences

Have students copy dictation sentences.

    1.  The Bill of rights protects individual rights.

    2.  The United States flag has 50 stars.

Journal: Ask students to response to this question.

     Why do you think mike Rodriquez changed his mind about the project?

Review/reteach
vocabulary words as needed
	Materials

Journals

Work text page 27

John’s story

Work text page 27

Work text  page 28

Vocabulary page

VCR

Video #3

Vocabulary page

Work text page 30-31

Sentence strips

Journals

Journals

Journals
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	support


	people should stick to their own kind

	project


	use money as a wedge

	proposal


	missed your calling

	favor 

  
	low point of my life

	developers


	change of heart

	finance


	a little too cynical for me

	convince


	no one in their right mind could think like that

	district


	reaching their full potential

	mayor


	cut and dried

	landmark


	getting behind him

	campaign


	present company excluded

	City Council

                  
	you’ve carried on his work

	Resolution
	totally mindless movie


John’s Story

John owns a farm. He wants to sell it to a developer who plans to build homes. A local conservation group finds out about the sale. They are concerned because there are some rare birds and plants on the property. They don’t want the land destroyed by building home. The group files a lawsuit to prevent the sale because they think it is important to save the birds and plants The group wins and John cannot sell to the developer.

Sentence Strips

The City Council is considering a proposal for a highway extension that will cut through Moreno Heights. Bill Garrison, a businessman, speaks in favor of the project. Juan Castillo, Carla’s father, speaks against it. After speaking to the council, Juan Castillo meets with his neighbors. Many have been offered money for their homes and businesses.

Shortly before the vote, Carla learns that developers plan to finance Mike Rodriguez’s campaign for mayor if he votes for the highway project. She tells her father. Juan Castillo tries to convince Rodriguez that there are things more important than political power.

Developers try to convince Mike Rodriguez to support the highway project. Rodriguez is the councilman for the district that includes Moreno Heights. He says that the highway will destroy his old neighborhood. The developers argue that the project will be good for the city as a whole. They also remind him that he will need citywide support if he runs against Mayor Reilly for the office of mayor in the next elections.

When the council votes on the resolution, the vote is tied. Then the last councilman, Mike Rodriguez, casts a “yes” vote, He later announces that he will run again for city council, but not for the office of mayor.

Carla Castillo interviews her father in his home for Metro 5 News. She asks him if there is some compromise that can satisfy both sides and move the project forward. As he begins to answer her question, Juan Castillo is hit by a brick thrown through the window.
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