EL CIVICS LESSON PLAN: On Common Ground

	Lesson: Like Taking Candy from a Baby 2.3                                           Learner Level:                                 Date:                                          

	Key Concept Questions:

1.  What does the rule of law mean?

2. What is the purpose of a constitution?

3. What are the purposes of government in the United States?

4. How is government in the United States organized?
	Vocabulary

Review vocabulary 2.1 and 2.2
	Materials

Journals for writing

work text A 

Video 

VCR

Chart

Jeopardy 

Paper

	Listening:

Following oral directions

Answering oral questions


	
	

	Speaking:

Working in pairs to answer and discuss questions

Classroom, whole group, discussion.
	
	

	Reading:

Activity: Find Out More
	
	Extension/home

Collect four stories from different news sources which demonstrate that the rule of law is essential in a representative democracy. Make chart. (pg 25)

Completing political chart of names and addresses.

Check Your Progress

Page 132-133  128



	Writing:

Completing work text 

Journal writing


	
	

	Notes:
	
	


EL CIVICS LESSON PLAN: On Common Ground

	Lesson: Like Taking Candy from a Baby 2.3                             Learner Level:                                             Date:

	Key Concept Questions:

1. What does the rule of law mean?

2. What is the purpose of a constitution?

3. What are the purposes of government in the United States?

4. How is government in the united States organized?

Revisit the key concept question written in the students’ journals.

Warm-up/review – Finding out more

The purpose of the reading component is to extend learners’ knowledge of issues and themes that are the focus in the video. All ability levels read the same material. Preview the reading by rereading and discussing the quote in the box on page 21.

Clarify any unfamiliar words.    Have students add these words to their dictionaries

Presentation – Finding out more 

Have learners study the pictures that appear in the readings.

Asking these questions.  Who are the people?    What are they doing?      Where are they?

Ask learners to read the boldfaced questions before they move to the rest of the reading.

Remind them that the answers to the questions are in the reading.

Break the class into small groups (different levels in each group) to read the story on page 22-23. Have students reread a section if they can’t answer questions about it.

Suggest that reading the material quickly several times is a good strategy.

Have students summarize information on one page by using a two-column note-taking format.  Learners

write questions in the left-hand column and key words, phrases, facts and ideas in the right-hand column. Discuss notes and answers to the questions. Share as a group each chart.

Ask learners to use their own words to describe the purpose of the U.S. Constitution.

Write each of the six purposes of the Constitution on a piece of paper.

Divide the class into groups.

Give each group one of the papers.

Give the groups five minutes to think of one or two examples to illustrate the purposes of government.

Have the groups read their examples to the class and post on the wall.

Practice – Find Out More

Level One 

Have learners read the first question, for which the answer has been provided as a model

Refer them back to the reading and ask them to underline or highlight the answer.

Have them write the sentence from which the answer comes below the numbered item.

Complete all level one questions. 

Level Two

Have learners use their own words to restate important ideas.

Ask them to scan the material to find the places where the information is discussed.

Level Three

Have learners think about the questions and take notes on their ideas before they share with a partner.

Ask learners if they prefer to talk or write about their ideas.

Application

Complete the chart together discussing each section

Turn to page 132 and check progress for Unit 2.

Divide the class into groups to complete this project.

Have students find the name and addresses of the two Idaho U.S. Senators and members of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Find out some information about our representative: What political party do they belong to? How many years have they been in office? Where are their terms complete?

When the information is gathered put the information on a chart.

Review/Reteach

Vocabulary words


	Materials

Journals

Work text page 22-23

personal dictionaries

Hand out note taking chart

Hand out -Six reasons  

Work text page 24

Work text page 26

Hand out on representatives.

Chart and markers


Hand out: Note taking

	Question
	Answer notes

	What does “the rule of law mean”?


	

	What is the purpose of a constitution?


	

	What are the purposes of government in the United States?


	

	How is government is the United States organized?


	


Reasons for Constitution:

form a more perfect union

Reasons for Constitution:
establish justice

Reasons for Constitution:
insure domestic tranquility (keep peace within the country)

Reasons for Constitution:
provide for the common defense

Reasons for Constitution:
promote the general welfare

Reasons for Constitution:
secure the blessings of liberty for ourselves and our children

Informational Chart

	Name
	Address
	Political Party
	Years in Office
	Terms Complete

	Senator


	
	
	
	

	Senator


	
	
	
	

	Representative


	
	
	
	

	Representative


	
	
	
	


Remember to discuss homework.
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