Ratio

A ratio is a comparison of two numbers.

How much sugar do you put in your favorite cookie recipe?  How much flour?

In mine there are 2 cups of sugar and 5 cups flour, so the ratio of sugar to flour is 2 to 5.

I can write this 2 to 5 or 2:5 or 
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The ratio of flour to sugar is 5 to 2 or 5:2 or 
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The last example looks like a fraction, but don’t change a ratio to a mixed number (2 ½).

Remember a ratio is the comparison of two numbers so keep them in fraction form.

1.  What is the ratio of one foot to inches?             2.  What is the ratio of inches to one foot?

3.  What is the ratio of men to women in your class or at work?

4.  Simplify the ratio of 12:15

5.  A  class of 20 students has 12 women. (Reduce)

a. What is the ratio of the number of men to the total number of students?

b. What is the ratio of the number of men to the number of women?

c. What is the ratio of the number of women to the number of men?

6.  In a bucket there are 105 what-cha-ma-call-its and 45 doohickeys.

d. What is the ratio of the number of what-cha-ma-call-its to the total number of things in the bucket?

e. What is the ratio of the number of doohickeys to the total number of things in the bucket?

f. What is the ratio of the number of doohickeys to the number of what-cha-ma-call-its?

7.  From a total yearly budget of $24,000,000, Special City spends $4,000,000 on education.  What is the ratio of the amount spent on education to the amount not spent on education?

8.  A test of 50 questions included 15 ratio problems and 5 percentage problems. What is the ratio of the total number of fraction and decimal problems to the number of problems on the test?

Student Submissions

1. There are two brothers to one sister in my house.  Write this as a ratio. Jen Jepson

2. There is 1 person with blue eyes and 3 people with green eyes in my house.  Write this as a ratio.          Jen Jepson

3. Write a ratio for 12 Tahoes and 7 Pontiacs in a parking lot.   Roni

4. What is the ratio of hours to items if in 8 hours we bought 2 items?  Lydia Mackes

5. I bought 1 game and waited 336 hours to buy it.  What is the ratio of games bought to hours waiting?        Ralph Erickson

6. What is the ratio of boys to girls at my house?  (Mom, Dad, one brother, two sisters and I’m a girl)            Anna

7. What is the ratio of employees to bosses for 50 employees and 5 bosses?                Cindy Munoz

8. If you had 50,000 dollars in your account and you spent 25,000 of it, how much would be left in your account?  What is the ratio of money spent to money left?

9. I fished 16 hours and landed 5 fish.  What is the ratio?   Jeff Duncan

10. From a total of 8 hours, 5 hours is for homework and study.  How much is spent cleaning house?  What is the ratio of housework to homework?

11. There are six pets in the house.  2 are dogs, Harold the fish, and some cats.  What is the ratio of the dogs to fish to cats?         Jenn Kunudsen

12. You have to plan a Thanksgiving dinner for 50 people but only 19 show up, 6 women and 13 kids.  What is the ratio of kids to women?   Debbie B

13. I have 15 gallons of water and 30 gallons of juice.  What is the ratio of water to juice?                 Russell Ford

14.  In a bucket there are 36 worms and 24 minnows. What is the ratio of the number of minnows to the number of worms?   Brian Morgan

15.   You caught 20 fish.  10 rainbows, 2 browns and 8 carp.

a. What is the ratio of rainbows to carp?

b. What is the ratio of browns to rainbows?
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